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the family bearing that name, who came to

America, from Durlech near the Rhine, in

1717.

Dr. Swart was also a descendant of Johannes

Lawyer, his mother being a daughter of the great

landholder of that name. The Doctor was County

treasurer of Schoharie County for two succes-

sive terms, and also treasurer of the village of

Schoharie, several times. In politics he was a

Democrat. He was a member of the Reformed

Church.
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THE
town of Cobleskill possesses peculiar

attractions, particularly to the Geologist

and Historian. The greater part is underlaid

with limestone, in which is detected the various

changes that nature has made through countless

ages, and presents fossiliferous strata that are

well worthy the researches of the enquiring

student.

The mighty changes nature has wrought

through the far back centuries have left im-

mense fissures in these rocks that are the won-

der and admiration of the world.

Within their dark recesses are found the most

beautiful stalactitical formations which the drip-

ping waters of ages have slowly and tastefully

arranged by percolation through the rock

above, as well as other mineral deposits pecu-

liar to such caverns, all of which are worthy the

attention of the student, and have attracted

such from all parts of the educated world.

The historical interest that clusters along the

Cobleskill is deep and of such a nature as to ex-

cite one's sympathy and patriotism. Here was
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a border settlement, during the struggle for

liberty of staunch patriots, whose valor and

stability, under the most withering circum-

stances, have but few equals and no superiors.

Along the valley, devastation and death, by the

hand of ruthless Tories and Indians rudely

swept, and blighted the hopes and aspirations

of many happy firesides saturated the soil with

patriots' blood, and laid the beautiful and pros-

pering vale in waste !

Here, too, many scenes and incidents of

other times occurred that are of interest, which

we will from time to time notice as we unroll

the scroll upon which the past has written with

a truthful pen.

The name of the stream, town and village, at

present is written Cobleskill. From what orig-

inated the word and its meaning is not definitely

known.

Many traditionary tales are told by the oldest

families and documents as to its origin, but the

one that has been given credence, is from the

late Judge Brown, as stated in his pamphlet his-

tory of Schoharie published in 1823.

He says :

"So called after the name of a man who

cleared a spot at the outlet under the pretence

of building a mill thereon, but was never brought

about, but by the Indians was called Ots-ga-

vaw-ge."

Author Simms visited the Judge a short time

before he died and was told by him " he had

been there to mill." It is very doubtful to us

that a mill was built where conjectured.

There was a small mill built by John Peter

Kneiskern upon a rivulet, as we mentioned in

the Esperance chapter, near William Shout's

work kitchen about the year 1740, and it was

in use up to the time of the Revolution, and

was no doubt burned by Colonel Johnson and

Brant, October 17, 1780. We think as memory
carried the Judge back upon Mr. Simms' visit,

he being very aged and somewhat in his dotage,

the Kneiskern mill was the one he visited and

that he was correct when he wrote his pamphlet

history. .The man that received the credit of

building that mill, and others in the Schoharie

district, was Jacob Kobell.

The Schaeffer tradition is to the effect that

the cows of the first settlers were pastured along

the creek and one or more of each herd having

a bell attached to the neck, for the purpose of

finding them, led the settlers to give the stream

the name of Cow-bell A7//~kill meaning creek.

Another family states that owing to the bed

of the creek in many places being covered with

round stone, it was called Cobble Kill. While

the late John G. Young, whose ancestors came

at an early day said "
I was informed by my

grandfather and other old settlers, that there

lived an old Indian near the West Kill junc-

tion, whom the people called Cobus, and they

gave his name to the stream." Turning now

from tradition, we will glance over old docu-

ments that speak plainly and bear strongly

towards Mr. Young's idea, and then leave our

readers to draw their conclusions.

The oldest writing that we have had the

pleasure of examining that alludes to the stream

bears the date of 1728 and uses the creek as a

boundary and calls it Cobus. A royal land

grant now in the possession of Tiffany Lawyer,

bearing date of 1753, also speaks of the stream

as Cobus "or as the Indians call it Ots-ha-le-ga"

and still at a later date when the boundaries of

the town were described in 1801 by act of the

Legislature, we read Cobuskill and the town re-

ceiving the name of Cobelskill. Thus we see

the original name of the stream was Cobus kill

while the town and village has borne the name

of Cobels and Cobleskill. It was formerly

thought that the West Kill was the main stream

instead of being a tributary.

Johannes Schaeffer of Ulster county, pur-

chased six hundred acres east of the present

village, in 1749, and in the year following, his

son John, and Peter his nephew, settled upon it.

At the same time Jacob Borst settled upon the

south side of the creek, opposite the Schaeffer

brothers. John built a log house where Mrs.

Peter Lawyer's fine residence now stands, and

Peter built to the west, across the brook, near

where Charles Hamilton now resides. Johannes

Schaeffer was a large land holder as will be seen

by many of the old titles, and whether he was

a relative of the Schoharie Schaeffers or not we

are unable to tell. In alter years, they became

connected by the daughter of Peter marrying
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Christian H. Schreffer, the father of the present

Gideon, Martin L. Jacob H. and Mrs. Russell.

John was long known as Hans Schaeffer, and

built the Mrs. Lawyer mansion for an inn,

about the year 1815, and for many years was a

respected "host."

The orthoepy of the family name is Schaeffer

but that branch of the family found in and

around Cobleskill have changed it to Shafer

and Shaver.

In 1752 Jacob Borst and Johannes Lawyer,

2cl, of Schoharie purchased the lands to the

west of Schaeffer's and Borst's, upon which the

village now stands and an addition was made
to the settlement from Schoharie and Middle-

burgh They were Lawrence Lawyer, son of

Jacob Frederick Lawyer, ist, John Bouck,

George Ferster and John Frimire.

About the year 1765 Christian Brown, brother

of the late Judge Brown, settled upon the farm

now occupied by James Becker, and built a

saw and grist-mill, which was the only one west

of Schoharie creek.

It was a small affair as most of the mills were

of that day in the border settlements, merely

cracking the grain, leaving the flour and bran

to be separated by the ingenious matron. A
bolt was placed in the mill after the Revolution

but being ignorant of conveyers to carry the

grinding from the stone to the bolt, it was car-

ried in a basket and fed from a hopper. Indian
corn and wheat were the chief products of the

soil, the former being used chiefly for subsistence
from the fact that it was easily prepared.

Brown's J////was placed nearly opposite Mr.
Becker's residence upon the south side of the
stream that issues from a fissure in the rock
after following a hidden path for several miles.

Several streams in the town of Carlisle flow
in the fissures, so abundantly found in the lime
rock strata, and it is believed that all of them,
with but one exception, unite in emerging at
this place. The prominent feeder is a swampy
pond lying to the west of Carlisle village, known
as " Shank's Pond." The water enters a crevice
in the rock upon the east bank, over which is

placed a saw-mill, and runs beneath hills and
valleys the distance of nearly two miles and ap-
pears above ground, upon the lands of William

Brown. Being utilized here again by another

mill, it passes on one-fourth of a mile, and

again seeks its underground course, to emerge
as before stated at Becker's.

This may be called the main stream and is

fed during the fall and spring months, by another

swamp lying south of Carlisle village upon the

farms of Henry I. Ottman and Jabob H. Kneis-

kern, known as the "
Cranberry swamp." This

underground tributary joins the one before men-

tioned, before it emerges at Brown's mill, as a

succession of indentures may be traced upon
the surface beneath which the water flows.

Still another swamp upon the north side of
" Owelus Sowlus" or Karker's mountain upon
the lands of Adam Lawyer, during high water
seasons is drained of its surplus by a similar

fissure, and helps swell the volume that here
bubbles up from the rock-bound cavern.

During the Revolution, the people of the val-

ley were continually on the alert for Indian in-

vasions, and kept scouts out along the border
to watch for their appearance and the move-
ments of the Tories, and when they were de-

tected lurking around, the women and children

were sent to the lower fort at Schoharie or the
middle at Midd!eburgh,much depending upon the

location of relatives, with whom they could visit.

Household valuables were also removed there
for safe keeping, if not buried beneath leaves
or brush in the forest or secreted in hollow
trees.

A family tradition says that Christian Brown
returned to his farm, after removing his family
to the lower fort, to thresh some grain, and while

busily engaged a bird flew in and perched itself

upon his shoulder. Thinking nothing of the
affair he continued threshing and the same bird

repeated the act again and again, as if warning
him of an impending danger. Like all the

sturdy Germans, Brown was imbued with super-
stitious omens and fears, and upon the bird's

last appearance his fears were aroused, and upon
reconnoitering through the chinks of the log
barn, he saw a squad of Indians cautiously
skulking along a brush fence, running at the

edge of the woods along the side hill to the

south. Being a Captain in the militia service
his capture or scalp was a tempting trophy for

the redskins to present to their king as a mark
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of prowess and loyalty. The Captain slyly re-

treated and returned to the fort.

It was here the wedding took place, during

the war, between Captain Brown's man and

maid seivant. while Brown and family were at

the lower fort. The frequent invasions of the

Indians required a company to be formed in

the valley, of which Brown was Captain. They
were held for duty regardless of any individual

interest in agricultural or mechanical labors.

Protection was the watch-word, and from the

battle fought by them in 1778 to the close of

the struggle, they were kept in arms, and if upon

foreign duty, others tilled their places. It was

at a time when the soldiers were quartered here

that author Simms says a wedding was cele-

brated. Pork, beans, and sour-krout were the

viands and undoubtedly the "
marriage bells

"

rang as merrily as if all the extravagances of

modern weddings were indulged in. The militia

were the invited guests and it was a gala day
for the weary and hunted yeomen whose lives

were but seasons of hardships and privations.

The first hostile invasion in the valley was on

the ist day of June, 1778, under the command
of the Mohawk chieftain, Brant. His force was

estimated to number about four hundred Tories

and Indians, but probably it did not number
more than half of that. The Indians were prin-

cipally the Aquago's of the Susquehanna, as

blood-thirsty and revengeful a race as could be

found.

The battle being fought in the present terri-

tory of Richmondville, we have there given afull

account of the transaction, and shall refer now

only to such incidents as occurred upon that

day within the present limits of the town. After

the retreat was made by the patriots, and while

the enemy were engaged at the Warner house,

a messenger was dispatched on horseback down
the valley to apprise the inhabitants of their

danger of being slain or captured. Lawrence

Lawyer's house was the first from the west, and

stood upon the south side of the stream

between it and the present residence of Peter

Tingue. Lawyer was in the engagement, and

fled with the remaining militia to the fort,

and on coming to his house found his family
had been apprised of the defeat and had fled.

Mrs. Lawyer was three days in the woods

secreted, not knowing the fate of her husband,
or what to do with heiself She finally returned

to her home, but found nothing left but ashes
;

house and out-huildii ^ gone, and devastation

on every hand. The dwelling of George I-'erster.

which stood where the Courier house now

stands, that of John Bouck, JohnSchell. John

King, Adam and Jacob Shafer, all within the

immediate neighborhood, were but smoking

ruins, and their occupants refugees in the

cheerless forest. She, with others, broken-

hearted, fled to the lower fort, and arrived there

on the fourth day. Farther down the valley

lived Henry Shafer, (the late Judge,) where his

grandson, George Shafer, now resides, and the

Borst family near by, also John and Peter

Shafer. upon the opposite side of the creek.

For reasons unknown, the enemy did not

move down to them, and they were the only

buildings left standing from Zea's, above War-

ner's, to the school-house east of the village,

except the latter, and a log house of Warner's.

Flight of the Shafer and Brown Families*

The messenger apprised the women and chil-

dren of Peter and John Shafer's families, who,
in company with an aged German schoolmaster

by the name of Paughoer, fled to Captain
Brown's house, and taking Mrs. Brown and

children with them, entered the forest to reach

the fort. Without doubt, the messenger

exaggerated the result of the conflict and the

proximity of the savages. AS these families were

so frightened, they did not know which way to

direct their course, although they had traveled

over the ground many times. They became

lost and lay beneath a hemlock tree over night.

The night being cold and the children timid

a fire was built at a late hour and around it

they knelt, while the teacher, with hushed

voice, invoked the protection of the Friend of

the troubled and helpless. As soon as daylight

appeared, they started, and near noon arrived

at
"
Sidney's

"
on the Schoharie creek and were

taken by him in a lumber wagon to the fort,

where they found their husbands and fathers,

they having arrived the evening previous.

* From Mrs. John |. Borst, daughter of Jeremiah
Brown.
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Captain Brown and Henry Shafer(late Judge)

were running together in the retreat, and were

followed by a squad of Indians, that were anx-

ious to obtain as valuable a prize as Captain

Brown, whose scalp would bring eight, and

body, alive, delivered at Niagara, twenty "cur-

rent dollars of British money." As they were

climbing over a brush fence Shafer was shot in

the thigh, which paralyzed his limb so as to make

it impossible for him to proceed. Brown turned

to assist him, but the Indians being very near,

Shafer told him "
to run and not stop for him."

The Captain bounded in the thicket and eluded

his pursuers and reached the fort early in the

evening, expecting Shafer to have been killed.

As the Indians jumped over the fence they did

so close by Shafer, and he said two of them

looked him in the eye, but passed on to capture

Brown, expecting, no doubt, to return and take

his scalp.

The Judge, as he was familiarly known for

many years after, was a rather tall, muscular

man, with the nerve of a Spartan, and he

crawled, rolled and tumbled along, to the

thicket near, and secreted himself until danger

passed.

J. R. Simms says of Shafer in his excellent
"
History of Schoharie and Border Wars :

"

" He directed his steps toward Schoharie, and

on the way, fell in with Peter Snyder, his

brother-in-law. They traveled together nearly

to Punchkill, when Shafer, too weak to proceed,
concealed himself and requested his comrade to

inform his friends at the fort where he might be

found, desiring them to come after him. His

fellow traveler went to the fort, but instead of

doing the errand as desired by his wounded

relative, he reported him dead. Shafer tarried

beneath a shelving rock until Monday morning,
when by great exertion, he arrived at the house

of a friend in Kneiskern's dorf. As he was
much exhausted, he was prudently fed gruel
until he revived, when he was taken to the fort

and cured of his wound."

The company that was formed in the valley

early in the war was called the Cobleskill militia,

and was not attached to the regiment of the

Schoharie and Duanesburgh district as a com-

pany, yet each of the members were enrolled

upon that "muster roll," as will be seen by con-

sulting Chapter III of this work. The most of

the company belonged to the present territory
of Cobleskill, and consisted of nearly thirty
members. Only twenty of them, however, were

engaged in the conflict of June ist.

They were as follows :

Christian Brown, Captain.

Jacob Borst, Lieutenant.

Nicholas Warner, Ensign.

George Warner, Jr., Private.

John Frimire, do

George Frimire, do

Jacob Frimire, do

John Shafer, do

John Zea, do
Leonard King, do

Johannes Bouck, Jr., do

John Schell, do
Martinus Ferster, (Fester) do

George Ferster,
" do

John Ferster,
" do

Henry Shafer, do

Lawrence Lawyer, do

Jacob Shafer, do
Peter Shafer, do
William Snyder, do

Those that were killed in the engagement and
at the Warner house were :

John Zea,

Jacob Frimire,

Jacob Shafer,

John Ferster,

Martinus Ferster.

Leonard King, Peter and Henry Shafer were

wounded, and according to author Simms " the

whole number killed, including Captain Patrick

and his men, was about twenty-two, five or six

of his men were also wounded and two were
made prisoners."

Having written the name of John Schell, we
cannot pass on, but relate an incident in the

life of the firm old patriot that has not been told

in print.

After the close of the Revolution the old sol-

diers were venomous towards the Tories, and
whenever an opportunity offered they handled
them unmercifully.
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While attending a horse-race at Lambert

Lawyer's, two Tories from the
" Rhinebeck set-

tlement," whose record of brutality was bad,

drank to excess and while under the influence of

liquor boasted of some heinous crime during

the war, and ended by hurrahing for King

George.

Schell's ire was aroused, and procuring a

rope and a " black snake
"
whip, he tied the two

together, by their necks, and led them to the

hitching post, and whipped their coats off their

backs, (living them a resting spell, he drove

the pair through the streets, as cattle, taking

particular pains to remind them of his presence

by an occasional stroke. He filled their pockets
with small stone and compelled them to rattle

the same, and cry out,
"
King's money ! King's

money!" as an offset to the derisive act of

filling the mangled soldiers' mouths with Con-

tinental money, at the Warner house ! As

night drew near, he hitched them again to the

post and gave them another severe chastise-

ment, and let them go, declaring to them if they
ever boasted of their crimes again he would kill

them. It seems singular that many of the old

Tories often boasted of committing crimes

in which there was no truth, at least, so far as

their having any complicity in them, except the

principle of assent.

Building of a Fort. Nothing of any impor-
tance occurred in the valley after the battle, till

the spring of 1781, except the building of

houses and an occasional fright by the appear-
ance of Tories and Indians in the neighbor-
hoods that sympathized with them in the cause,

as reported by the vigilant scouts.

The lower and middle forts being too small

to accommodate the settlers of the surrounding

country, many of the women and children were

taken to the "Camps" upon the Hudson,
where nearly all of them had relatives, with

whom they could visit and be safe from the

savage enemy ; owing also to the distance the

settlers of this section were compelled to travel

daily, for protection, when invasions were

threatened, beside, the hospitality of private

families becoming wearied in quartering soldiers,

the citizens applied to the committee of safety

for the building of a block-house at some point
in the valley.

Captain DeHoise, of the regular service, being
stationed at the lower fort, was ordered to

superintend its structure, which was commenced
in the spring of 1781, and finished before the

harvest, by the aid of soldiers and citizens. It

was built nearly opposite the residence of

Charles Hamilton, and was of sufficient capacity

to accommodate the settlers in itself, without

their being compelled to build tents or huts

within the pickets, as at Schoharie, for the com-

fort of those that resorted to it, Its shape and

construction is not known, more than that a

cupola or observatory was built, from which the

valley could be seen for a long distance.

The house of Peter Shafer stood where Ham-
ilton's now stands and was enclosed in the

pickets. A moat surrounded the whole in

which the water of the brook running near, was

turned and from which the garrison was sup-

plied. The brook was much larger than at the

present time from the fact the one running

through the western part of the village upon
which Harder's shops are built, made a turn

near the residence of Mathew Burhans and ran

east past Virgil Kling's into the channel of

the brook now seen. Lambert Lawyer changed
the course of the stream when he first settled

upon the Courier place, for mill purpose.

Here the militia were stationed and obtained

their supplies from the people gratuitously

and we may imagine lived upon the "
fat of the

land." The henroosts and granaries of the

Tories of
" Rhinebeck "

were often visited by
the soldiers in their scouting expeditions and

their "donations" thankfully and most agree-

ably received. Nothing of a warlike character

occurred here until the fall of 1781.

Invasion of 1781 As has been intimated the

Cobleskill militia and citizens that remained in

Fort DeBoise obtained many of their supplies

from the Tories of New Rhinebeck. They
said in substance: "If your party destroy our

crops and other means of subsistence, we will

live upon you."

After thus helping themselves to their pro-
ductions the Tories became greatly incensed

and concluded to follow the adage of ''diamond
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cut diamond
" and devastate the valley; con-

sequently in the latter part of September 1781

a party of Indians from the Mohawk appeared

in the Karker neighborhood and were joined by

a number of the Tories to carry out their de-

signs.

The leader was from "New Rhinebeck" and

full of vengeance as he had been stripped of his

cattle by Willet and hunted by the Cobleskill

scouts. They crept slyly to the valley unper-

ceived and began the work of devastation in

burning Lawrence Lawyer's, John Bouck's,

George Ferster's and John King's house,that had

been rudely rebuilt after the invasion of 1778.

They passed down the valley and kept at too

great distance from the fort to enable the few

that were within it, to fire upon them with

effect. They passed round to Judge Shafer's

buildings, and applied the torch to the house,

after plundering it of such goods as they could

carry conveniently. They burned his log barn

and stacks, and passed on to the Borst place

below. That family was at the middle fort.

The party here put up for the night, and held a

pow-wow over their success. Mrs. Judge Shafer

was in the fort, we are informed by Mrs. David

Shank, a daughter, and saw the flames rising

from her house. She went alone and ex-

tinguished them, but the barn and stacks

were laid in ashes. As she was returning to the

fort she said the burning of property up the val-

ley was a sad and discouraging sight.

Abram Bouck, then a lad, was at home and
was captured as he was starting to return to the

fort. George Frimire and brother John were at

Ferster's and in making an attempt to escape,

George was killed and scalped John it was

thought was a willing prisoner as he had fol-

lowed the invaders of Vroman's Land to Canada
the previous year, but stoutly denied the charge.

George Ferster was also taken and rudely dealt

with.

Early the following morning the invaders burnt

the Borst buildings that sheltered them through
the night and retraced their steps up the valley,

j

They burnt Judge Shafer's house and drove his

few cattle along, together with others they could
!

collect, in all about thirty head. Every build-
j

ng from Lawrence Lawyer's to the Borst place
was burnt, except the fort and Peter Shafer's

(enclosed within the pickets) and Hans Shafer's,

that stood where Mrs. Peter Lawyer's fine resi-

dence now stands.

Hans lost nothing. His reticence throughout

the struggle after the battle of 1778 was con-

sidered suspicious, and caused the patriots to

keep a watch over his movements.

The Ferster and Frimire families seemed to

be the most unfortunate of any in the valley

during the war. The former was stripped of all

its male members, upon the capture of George
the father, at this invasion, and the massacre of

John and Martinus, the sons, in the conflict of

1778. John Frimire and his second son, Jacob,

were killed in that memorable battle. One son

fled to Canada with Zea as related in Chapter

XVIII, while George and John were taken pris-

oners at this time. From those two families

came the brightest examples of unselfish heroism

and patriotic sacrifice that are to be found in

the annals of our country.

The enemy passed up to the present village

where the New Rhinebeck party separated from

the Indians and skulked to their homes. That

night they had a meeting at one of the clan's

houses and two buxom Tory daughters enliv-

ened the occasion by playing upon fifes, while

the Tories themselves refreshed their weary
bodies by drinking Ferster's potato whiskey.

There could not have been many men in the

little fort at the time, as it seems if there had

been, an effort would have been made to check

the savages' progress.

Undoubtedly the men were off upon duty as

scouts, or in the Schoharie valley assisting their

brethren in their fall work. Our Tory informant

says
"
they watched their chance and did good

service." Thus it was as the white-capped

cloud suddenly arises in a clear sky, changing

sunlight to darkness and bringing hail and Na-

ture's other destructives, so those monsters

"watched their chance" and when all seemed

quiet and secure, they pounced upon unpro-

tected settlements, and with the torch laid them

in ashes and bathed the ruins with brothers'

blood.

Lawrence Lawyer was on his way from Scho-

harie the afternoon the buildings were burned,

and when near the present hamlet of Punch-

kill, he came suddenly upon three Indians, who
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were driving a few head of cattle, but they not

seeing him, he crouched down by the side of a

log and they passed on without noticing him,

although they were within a few feet of him.

Quite a number of cattle were driven from the

valley by the invaders at this time.

Lawrence died in 1848, at the age of eighty-

nine years and ten months.

First and Later School Houses. While we

are dwelling upon the incidents connected with

this neighborhood, it may not be amiss to refer

to the first school house in the town.

An old man whose head is silvered by the re-

flection of eighty-seven years, well spent, and

whose father and mother learned to read and

write High Dutch correctly within its rude

walls, pointed out the little knoll upon the

north side of the road, east of M. W. Hearn's

residence, and east of the gate-way, near the

willow tree, as the spot upon which the first

school house was built. It was a log building,

and for the want of a "creaking door," a large

blanket was pinned up in winter, under which

the pupils were forced to crawl in going in and

out. A small hole was made upon the south

side for a window, over which the teacher's

cloak was hung to keep out the wind. A large

hole in the roof allowed the smoke to escape
from the fireplace and through which light was

admitted to enable the scholars to stqdy. The
teacher was a Mr. Paughoer, to whom we re-

ferred in the flight of the Brown and Shafer

families, and who taught as early as 1770. At

the close of the war a frame building was

erected upon the same spot, in which many of

the oldest inhabitants, now living, well remem-
ber attending school. Two buildings for that

purpose have been erected and abandoned

since, before the one at present in use was

built; each exhibiting the degree of prosperity

and pride the people possessed. The present
one marks the progress of the day and the deep
interest taken by the citizens of the village in

the cause of education.

We have before us the report of J . H. Sals-

bury, Superintendent of Common Schools, made
in 1845, m which he says, in referring to new
school houses :

"That of Cobleskill, (the third one built in the

district) is a splendid building, reflecting credit

upon the inhabitants of the district, and par-

ticularly upon Messrs. C. Courier, Thomas

Smith, D. Lawyer, M. Swart and others, by
whose voluntary subscriptions a sum sufficient

was raised to rear it. It has two rooms, with a

portico in front, and a beautiful cupola upon it,

and for comfort, convenience and elegance, it

is perhaps surpassed by few, if any, in the

State."

Upon the building of the present one, the

former was abandoned, and was used for many
years as the Index printing office, and of late as

Dean's Marble Works.

Upon the building of the railroad, the village

gave promise of becoming a thrifty business

center, and there was an influx of settlers, which

required more commodious school rooms.

In 1867, the present brick structure was

built, and the schools soon adopted a graded

course, which has now become equal to any
school in Central New York, having three de-

partments Primary, Intermediate and Aca-

demic with an attendance of four hundred

students.

The present Board of Education of the

village is Charles H. Shaver, President; James
W. Lawyer and Albert Baker, whose design is

"
to furnish to the youth a school equal to any

of its kind in the State, and to afford to all who
desire it, an opportunity to be fitted for college,

for business, for teaching, and, above all, for the

practical duties of life."

Additional Settlers. Immediately after the

Revolution closed, measures were taken to re-

build, and other settlers, principally from Scho-

harie and Middleburgh, made a choice of land

near, and by the year 1800, the present limits of

the town were entirely taken up, except those

lands lying upon the precipitous hills, which

were considered of little value. Prominent

among the new settlers was Lambert Lawyer, a

son of Johannes Lawyer, 2d, of Schoharie, who

purchased in 1752 the land upon which the

village stands. Lambert settled in the log house

rebuilt by Ferster, and in which the latter kept

an inn after he was released. The old house

was built of logs, and stood where the court
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house now stands. Lawyer built on a frame

addition, and continued the business up to the

year 1802, when the house was burnt. There

being quite an amount of travel of families

from the Eastern States, to Otsego and other

western counties, beside a good local trade, he

built the present house, which was the largest in

this section. The building was erected the same

year, (1802). The road ran upon the south of

the house at that time. The house was for many

years the town house, where the hardy yeomen
met to transact official business, hold law-suits,

etc.

Here it was voted as late as 1802, "That
stocks be built at the expense of the town,"
which appears as if they had "

unwary ones
"
in

those "good old times," as now.

Among the town records we find that in 1 820,

"by a vote at Lambert Lawyer's, the paupers of

the town of Cobleskill shall be sold at auction

annually, on the first Tuesday in May, when
the licenses will be granted to retailers of spirit-

uous liquors."

Lambert growing old, and very wealthy, for

those days, wished to retire from the business,
so in 1815 he built a brick house where the

Hotel Augustan now stands, into which he
moved with his son David S., while another son,

Jacob L., took possession of the inn, and con-

tinued the business many years. He was a

soldier in the War of 1812, in Captain Kellogg's

Company, and in November, 1828, was elected

Sheriff of the County. He died July 30, 1850.

Mrs. Jacob L. Lawyer, is still living at the

advanced age of eighty-five. She was a Dries-

bach, of Schoharie, and when she came to

Cobleskill the first time, there were but few

houses, and the surrounding farms were nearly
covered with heavy timber. Her father came
from Pennsylvania in company with Jabez
Kromer, and after a short stay in Albany, they
came to Schoharie. The former located at that

village as a mechanic, and the latter settled in

Cobleskill as a physician, in 1793, both being
progenitors of the families now living in the

County bearing those names.

Jacob L. Lawyer sold the property to John
P. Bellinger, and Peter Van Patten, father of
the late Abram Van Patten, continued the

hotel business to the year 1839, when Charles

Courier purchased the property. Upon the

building of the turnpike in 1810, the back of

the house was made the front, and upon Mr.

Courier purchasing the property he removed

the horse-sheds, and upon the ground they

occupied, he built a store, in which he kept a

general assortment of merchandise up to the

year 1864, when he sold his stock to Simeon

Deyo, who was also in trade in the " Watson

house," or present
"
Kilts Hotel." Mr. Deyo

consolidated the two stores, and had the sole

control of the trade in the village. Mr. Deyo
was a practical business man, with a host of

friends, and did as large a business here as he

had done in Schoharie village, for eighteen years
in succession. He closed his mercantile affairs

in 1864, and purchased the " Mineral Springs,"
where we will again refer to him, in dwelling

upon incidents and facts relating to that place.

Charles Courier* was born in the town of

Schoharie on the 4th of June, 1808.

After the death of Lambert Lawyer, which

occurred in 1832, David S. came in full pos-
session of the brick house property, and in the

course of a few years he sold the same to Mar-
cus Sternbergh. It was kept as a hotel by him
for a long series of years, when LeRoy Eldredge,
of Sharon, purchased it, who in turn sold to A.

C. Smith, in 1867. Perhaps it may be inter-

esting to state that the property was sold by
David S. Lawyer, for a trifle over six Ihousand

dollars, while the consideration for ihe same
between Smilh and Eldredge was twenty-one
thousand dollars, showing a gain of over four-

teen thousand dollars, which must be placed to

the credit of the railroad. Mr. Smith repaired
the house at great expense, and made it as

inviting to guests as any in the County.
Increase of business required another exten-

sion, and many conveniences within, but

through a conflagration that originated in the

hotel stables in 1873, the whole was laid in

ashes, together with all the buildings to ihe east

as far as School street. In the two years follow-

ing Mr. Smith built the structure now standing
as Hotel Augustan, upon the ground occupied
by the old buildings.

* See steel portrait and biography at the close of this

chapter.
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It is a large three-story brick building, with

well ventilated and spacious rooms, capable of

accommodating one hundred guests without

inconvenient compactness. To it, has flocked,

each heated term, many from different cities,

to enjoy its hospitality and the beautiful scenery

surrounding it. Scarcely had Mr. Smith fin-

ished and furnished the building to his satis-

faction, when he was stricken by disease. He
died November 14, 1877, at the age of forty-

nine.

Augustus C. Smith was a very genial and en-

ergetic business man. He conceived the rapid

growth of the village would ensure safety in

making the heavy expenditure of building such

an edifice, and had he lived, undoubtedly by his

enterprise and perseverance, he would have en-

joyed the realization of his plans. He was a

successful school teacherfor a number of years,

and was elected school commissioner over the

western district in the autumn of 1856. Mr.

Smith ever took a deep interest in the cause of

education, and in entering upon the duties of

the office, he threw his whole energies in the

work and awakened an interest throughout the

district, that caused the schools to advance from

the lethargy in which they were found. He was

re-elected as his term of office closed, and

throughout his official career performed his duties

with such faithfulness, as to ensure it was not as

much for the emoluments of the office,he worked,
as to meet the interest he felt in educational

matters.

As we are dwelling upon hotels and hotel

proprietors, perhaps we may with propriety refer

to others that were in past days and then come
down to others that are now existing in the vil-

lage. In olden times an inn was considered as

indispensable as the highway, as by the town
records we find in 1800, and for many years fol-

lowing, nine persons were licensed to "
keep an

inn," in the town, and "who appear to be of

good moral characters, and are of sufficient

abilities, each to keep a publick Inn or Tavern,
and that each of them has accommodations to

entertain travelers."

Undoubtedly owing to the rush of business

the board considered it
"
necessary for the ac-

commodation of travelers that a tavern be kept
at their several places of abode in the said town

of Cobleskill." The nine that received licenses

were :

Lambert Lawyer,
Peter Bouck,
William Snyder,

Nicholas Rouse,

Jacob Newton,
Nicholas Smith,

William Baker,

Caleb Lamb,
Lambert Shafer.

The town being much larger in area at that

time than now, there were but four of the nine

in the present territory Lawyer, Bouck,
Shafer and Rouse.

Peter Bouck kept were Martinus Swart now

resides; Shafer upon the VanDresser farm.

Rouse near Punchkill, and Lawyer as before

shown.

Coming down to a later date (1810) Dr. Ja-

bez Kromer opened his house (which stood

where Kennedy's wagon shop now stands) as

an inn. The building was burned about the

year 1830, and the present wagon shop soon

after erected. John Foland succeeded Kromer
as host. He was father of the late John and

present Peter Foland, whose reputation as land-

lords are too well known by the traveling public

to need an introduction here. The house passed
into several hands from time to time, and in its

last days as a hotel was known as the " Nisbeth

House.

In 1842 Abraham L. Lawyer purchased the

building now known as the United States, and

changed it from a store (for which it was in-

tended,) to a hotel by building an addition.

Martin Watson, son-in-law of Lawyer, took

possession and continued the business to the year

1852, when he remaved to Albany and gave

place to others. Since that date the house has

been occupied as a store and hotel, Simeon

Deyo being the last to occupy it as a store-house.

From 1864 to 1868 several different "land-

lords" held forth, but in the latter year Levi

Kilts purchased the property and still remains

the proprietor. During the present season the

building has received an extensive addition

which makes agreat contrast from its appearance

forty years ago, when it was a small store, and
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the present time. Across the street from the

United States Hotel stood for many years a long

building with the gable towards the street, which

from time to time was used for various purposes.

Abram Van Patten rebuilt the house and for

several years enjoyed a lucrative patronage.

His genial countenance and unbounded hospi-

tality drew a host of friends around him, who

deeply regretted his untimely end.

Mr. Van Patten fell from a wagon at some

distance from home and when found life was

extinct. The house was managed by his family

awhile, who was followed by Benedict to

the present year, when Jefferson Eldridge be-

came the occupant, and remodeled the estab-

lishment in appearance and convenience.

Upon the completion of the railroad to this

place, James Blodgett erected the present Com-

mercial Hotel, near the station, as the Blodgett

House, for the convenience and comfort of

commercial travelers. The fall of 1866 found

it completed under the management of the

builder, who was followed by several different

firms and of late by Morgan Lewis, son-in-law

of A. C. Smith and former proprietor of the

Hotel Augustan. The house has accommoda-

tions for one hundred guests. Besides the in-

creasing patronage of the traveling public this

house has become a favorite summer resort. I

The village being so pleasantly situated, in a

fertile and interesting valley, free from malaria

and accessible to all parts, many whose custom

it has been to pass the heated term at the fash-

ionable watering places, find it more beneficial

to health to pass their summers here in quiet,

and each season finds their numbers increased.

Early Merchants. Who was the first mer-

chant in the place, it is indeed hard to tell, but

we are led to believe one Staats, who was here

in 1790. Josias Kellogg was here as early as

1800, and was connected in after years with

Curtis Thorp.
The Lawyer family were the most wealthy of

any in the Schoharie settlements, and were

engaged in nearly every enterprise in which

money was to be made, and undoubtedly

through them the first settlers were supplied
with such goods as they required. The wants

of the settlers as we have before mentioned

were few the chief being rum and tobacco

aside from their wearing apparel and eatables,

which they manufactured and grew themselves.

After Kellogg and Thorp came John Peter

Bellinger. Upon the ground now occupied by
the United States Hotel stood a building which

was occupied as a store during the zo's, by

Jacob Slingerland; the building was burned and

rebuilt by Han Yery Bouck, and he or his

brother engaged in the mercantile business in

partnership with Jerome Kromer. Mr. Bellinger
was in trade part of the time with Jonas Bouck.

Charles Courier came in 1837, and formed a

copartnership with Minard Harder, in 1855,
and continued the connection until the spring
of 1860, when the business reverted to Mr.

Courier. During those years, Martin Watson,
A. B. Larkin and J. M. Falkner, were engaged
in trade, the latter two, after those dates.

Simeon Deyo being established in the "Wat-
son house," purchased Charles Courier's goods
and interesl, and became ihe only merchant in

the village for some time, as we before stated.

There may have been other merchants of short

residence here from time to time, of whom we
have nol made mention, but we have given the

leading tradesmen up to the year 1862. Long
years before the latter date, the chief station for

trading was at Lawyersville, and still later,

Bernerville. We will here state that the busi-

ness portion of the village for many years was

clustered around the present United States

Hotel.

Alonzo Ferguson was the pioneer hardware

merchant of the place, and commenced the

business in 1851. He was followed by C.

H. Shaver in 1854, who still is in trade.

Mr. Ferguson removed to Otsego county, and

upon the commencement of the Rebellion, he en-

listed and served through the war as Colonel of

the 72d Regiment of Volunteers.

In 1879, he returned to the village, and again

engaged in trade, having purchased the stock of

goods of Charles Hamilton, who had been in

the trade nearly two years. The three gentle-

men alluded to are the only merchants ever en-

gaged exclusively in the hardware trade in the

village.
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Morris Cohn removed from South Valley in

1864, and engaged the most extensively in the

dry goods trade, and still remains as the largest

dealer in the County. Jacob H. Diefendorf,

also commenced at nearly the same time, and

after a few years closed. In 1872, Martin Borst

and Edgar S. Ryder, formed a co-partnership in

the dry goods and clothing trade, and the firm

became in 1878, Ryder & Ostrom, Borst having

retired and George D. Ostrom succeeding him.

The same year the firm again changed by the

retirement of Ostrom, and connection of R. T.

Lefevre, making the principals
"
Ryder & Le

fevre."

The first general druggist of the town was

Howland, who commenced in 1865,

and was succeeded by Jonas Dillenbeck, in

1867, who is still in business, having of late

taken an associate, and the firm is known as

Rowe & Dillenbeck. The conflagration of 1873

burnt Mr. Dillenbeck's large and well stocked

establishment, but it was immediately rebuilt,

and still retains the reputation of a first-class

house, which was early won. Several other firms

have " come and gone
"

since Mr. Dillenbeck

embarked in the business, and at present but

one other is in the trade. Hogan & Borst com-

menced in 1879, and still continue with the con-

fidence of the public. Doctor Ezra Lawyer, in

connection with his practice, was a favorite

druggist for a few years up to 1879, when

he retired from the business. To chronicle

all the business men of the town, and the

changes they have made from time to time,

would be an endless task, and by not going

over the whole field, we are confident we will

not be accused of favoritism. We have only

intended, in writing the foregoing necessarily

brief sketch, to notice the pioneers in each

branch, but in our retrospect, we find we have

missed Henry Smith, who built and furnished

with goods, the house standing near the old

school house, and in which William T. Moak

was clerk, in the years 1853 and 1854. The

basement was occupied in 1865 by "Lon"

Harder, as a grocery, which he removed to the

building now occupied by the druggists Hogan
& Borst.

" Lon "
built the store in 1867, and

created quite an excitement by his prize
" Tea

Sales|" in which he disposed of thousands of

pounds of tea, and brought together crowds of

hundreds of people, to witness the distribution

of the prizes.

James W. Lawyer was the pioneer in the ex-

clusive grocery trade, and was followed by Alonzo

Harder. Daniel J. Dow removed from Sharon

Hollow, and engaged in that business, and since

then, G. R. Culver, John J. Dickerson, and J.

M. Dean, as Dickerson & Dean, who were suc-

ceeded by Decker & Wright, Martin D. Borst,

and James Herrick, have established
flattering

trades, who, with D. J. Dow, make a specialty
of crockery, in addition to groceries.

Lawrence Lawyer's House and Family.
When Lawrence Lawyer settled here, about the

year 1770, he built a house near the creek a

little to the north of Peter Tingue's present res-

idence. The road ran south of Lambert Law-

yer's to that house and from thence northwest

to Adam Shaver's, now Madison Shaver's, and

then west to William Snyder's inn, now occupied

by Sylvester McDonald. Lawyer was twice

burned out during the war, and in 1810 built a

large mansion upon the hill west of the village.

It was in after years occupied by his son, Abram

L., who was followed by Nicholas Russell, and

still later by Peter Coburn, in whose possession

it was when burned.

Lawrence had two sons, John L. and Abram
L. The foimer, father of the present James W.

Lawyer, was killed by a log rolling upon him.

Abram became a very useful and influential

man. He represented the town in the board of

Supervisors in 1823, 1824, 1825, and 1829, and

was sent to the Legislature in 1830, and again

in 1851. The years 1835, 1836, 1837, and

1838 found him in the State Senate, which po-

sition he filled with commendable efficiency, as

repeated elections prove. He died at his resi-

dence on the fifteenth of December, 1853, at

the age of sixty-two.

Mr. Lawyer married a daughter of Peter

Bouck, and his daughter (Mrs. Harvey Watson,
of Esperance,) is the only surviving member of

the family.

Churches. From the first settlement of the

valley, in 1750 to 1764, the people were desti-

tute of a house of worship. Peter N. Sommers,
of the Lutheran Church of Schoharie, and
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Dominie Schuyler, of the High Dutch Re-

formed, together with missionaries, occasionally

performed divine services in houses and barns.

When not thus provided, the people either

walked to Schoharie or near the present Metho-

dist Centre Church in Seward, where stood

a rude log building in which meetings were held

quite frequently. During the Revolution, they

were careful in venturing upon the usual paths

to Seward, as the settlers of that section were

principally Tories, in whom they had but little

confidence.

After peace was proclaimed, the Rhinebeck

Church was built by the combined efforts of the

people of Dorlach, Rhinebeck and Cobleskill

and both societies, Lutheran and Reformed,

worshipped in the building up 1o the year 1800.

The Lutherans of Cobleskill became dissatisfied

with the management of the church property,

and being able to erect a church of their own,

THE OLD BRICK (LUTHERAN) CHURCH.

they did so in 1794. An effort was made by
them to obtain a division of the farm, but not

being successful, the matter was dropped until

1808, when they obtained fifty acres as their

portion. The building, for those days, was a
fine one and, being of brick, it was known and
referred to as the "Brick Church," for man)'
years after, by the people of the surrounding
country. The building became too small for

the congregation and a new one was erected in

the year 1868, at a cost, together with the fur-

niture, of thirty-six thousand dollars, that will

compare favorably with any in the country.

The old one was cleared away in 1869, and
upon the ground occupied by it, and the old

grave-yard, the brick block known as the "Rus-
sell Block," now stands. The store of Martin
Borst occupied the old site. It is sacrilege to

destroy every such relic of the past merely for

the financial gain that is reaped out of the small

plats upon which they were placed.
The founder of this organization was the Rev.

F. H. Quitman, and in gleaning from the re-

cords we are enabled to give the following facts

relating to the church, and in our labors were
assisted materially by Mr. Archibald Kilmer,
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whose interest, with others, became excited in

behalf of the " old land mark."

In September, 1793, Lambert Lawyer gave

to the organization one acre of ground for

building purposes, and during the following

winter and summer the edifice was erected. At

what time the first meeting was held to organ

ize the society as a separate church, we are un-

able to tell, but by consulting the New Rhine-

beck papers should judge that part of the pro-

ceedings were performed in the early part of

that month (September). We find Nicholas

Warner and Henry Shafer (late Judge) were the

first Wardens, and Lawrence Lawyer, Henry

Shafer, David Bouck, Johannes Bouck, George
Mann and Peter Shafer the first Trustees, while

Henry Shafer acted as Clerk. From the books

we find the organization spoken of as " The

Lutheran Dutch Church, called 'Zion of

Cobleskill.'
"

The builders of the edifice were :

Henry Shafer,

Adam Shafer,

Peter Shafer,

John Shafer,

David Bouck,

Lawrence Lawyer,

Lambert Lawyer,

George Warner,
Nicholas Warner,

David Zeh,

Peter Mann,

John Bouck,

George Warner,

all wealthy men, not only for that, but our own

day, as farmers; and being situated in a rapidly

growing community, the pulpit was supplied by

the best preachers of the day.

As we have stated Rev. Frederick Quitman
founded the church and was the first pastor

from 1794 to 1800, and Anthony T. Braun

(Brown) from 1800 to 1805, yet they were also

preachers at Schoharie; Rev. Mr. Braun from

1791 to 1795, and Rev. Quitman from 1795 to

1799, when Rev. Mr. Braun again officiated

from 1799 to 1805. Those two men followed

in the footsteps of P. N. Sommers, and like him

preached at Beaverwyck, Stone Arabia, Green-

bush, and to scattering congregations within a

circuit of forty miles, but unlike him in doing
the work double handed.

These men were succeeded by one of the no-

blest men that adorned the church, Augustus

Wackei-.ha^cr, who began his ministry at Scho-

harie and herein 1805 and ended them in 1816.

He was the first President of the County Bible

Society and on its semi-centennial anniversary
at Schoharie in October, 1863, the Society voted

him a Bible, as a mark of their honor and affec-

tion. Upon the receipt of the token, at Cler-

mont, he wrote a touching letter of acknowl

edgement, that well deserves a place upon the

minutes of that Society. Though four score

years had passed over his venerable head, yet

in that epistle the earnestness, energy and men-

tal powers of the man 'could be at once seen

and felt.

John Molther followed in 1816 and remained

to the year 1819, when George A. Lintnercame

and officiated till the year 1834. At that date

this organization became a separate parish un-

der the pastorate of W. H. Watson, who re-

mained until the year 1841, when James Lefler

followed till 1844, and officiated also at

Middleburgh. Rev. J. Fenner came that

year and was succeeded in 1846 by A. L.

Bridgman, who came only to fill a vacancy and

was relieved by Rev. M. J. Stover, who remained

till 1851, when S. Curtis came. The year 1855

brought P. A. Stroble, and 1858 Henry Keller,

who is the only one of the long list of pastors

that permanently settled in the village. His

pastorate ended in 1861, and I. S. Porter fol-

lowed him and remained till 1867, when A. P.

Ludden filled his place to be relieved by C. P.

Whitecar in 1873. Mr. Whitecar remained but

one year and removed to Middleburgh where

he labored till 1876. S. Stall followed Mr.

Whitecar in 1874 and closed his pastoral duties

here in 1877, when G. W. Hemperly, the present

pastor, was called. One fact we will here state

in connection with this church that is of deep

interest in its history :

Rev. Walter Gunn, the first missionary from

the Evangelical Lutheran church of the United

States to heathen lands, was a resident of

Carlisle, and while but a young man was awak-

ened to a deep sense of his duty to God and
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man by the Holy Spirit,
and but a short time

after his conversion expressed a strong desire to

enter the missionary field.

Being too poor to prepare himself for the

work, he applied to the pastor of the Schoharie

Lutheran church for advice in the matter, who

could give but little encouragement, yet with

that earnest resolution that characterized all of

Dr. Lintner's works, the matter was brought be-

fore several members of the Hartwick Synod.

Dr. Lintner in his memoir of Mr. Gunn says :

" At the meeting of that body, at Cobleskill,

in the year 1837, it so happened, or rather it

was directed in the providence of God that sev-

eral wives of clergymen belonging to the Synod

accompanied their husbands to the meeting.

During the session of the Synod Mrs. Nancy

Schafer, wife of Colonel Schafer, of Cobleskill, in-

vited the ministers' wives to spend an afternoon

at her home. Here they met without any pre-

concerted arrangements and had a season of

prayer, while their husbands were engaged in

the deliberations of the Synod. The ladies

present at this meeting were Mrs. Crounse, Mrs.

Senderling, Mrs. Lintner and Mrs. Schafer.

After prayer it was proposed to educate Mr.

Gunn for a foreign missionary."

" Each pledged herself for a definite sum and

agreed to work among the ladies of their re-

spective neighborhoods and solicit their aid.

" This gave rise to the Female Association of

Hartwick Synod for the Education of Foreign

Missionaries. This meeting was the germ of

the foreign missionary spirit, which went, forth

through the Hartwick Synod to other Synods

and subsequently led to the establishment of

our foreign mission."

Reformed Church. There being several

families located at and near the village that

held to the Calvinistic doctrine, a building was

erected in 1819 for public worship. The pulpit

was supplied principally from the Reformed

Church of Schoharie and Middleburgh. There

never was a resident pastor connected with this

church, and through some mismanagement or

disagreement upon doctrines, the society was

disorganized and the church property sold.

The building at present is occupied by the post-

office, and James W. Lawyer's grocery. The

last deacon of this church was the late Isaac

Ottrnan.

Methodist Episcopal CAurf/i.The early

records of this church were not kept, but by

the assistance of Mr. Minard Harder, we are

enabled to give an accurate history of the same,

as taken from papers relating to it in his pos-

session. In the summer of 1853, meetings

were held for the first time, in the residence of

John Schermerhorn, by circuit preachers, and

the year following the present edifice was built,

and dedicated about the month of October of

that year. The Sunday-school was held in the

rear part of the present residence of William C.

Ottman, in a room arranged by Josiah L.

Hawes, for a select school. Elisha Watson was

preacher in charge during 1853, and we find

Charles M. Anderson was an assistant, and

Truman Seymour, presiding elder. In 1854

Arunah Lyon was preacher, and Andrew Heath

acted as colleague. During those two years

this charge was in the Seward and Cobleskill

circuit. In 1855 and 1857, it was in the

Cobleskill circuit, which included Bernerville,

Punchkill, Greenbush, Grovenor's Corners,

Mineral Springs, Petersburg!!, Bramanville and

Cobleskill, and consisted of eight classes.

In 1855 Andrew Heath was preacher, and

Stillman B. Gough, associate.

In 1856 Joseph Conner was preacher, and

Joseph Cope, son-in-law of David Shank, asso-

ciate.

In 1857 the same clergymen were reappointed

and served.

These were the last pastoral duties performed

by Mr. Conner, as his health failed. He settled

at Warnerville and died soon after with con-

sumption.

In 1858 the circuit included Richmondville,

and was called "The Cobleskill and Rich-

mondville Circuit." During that year S. S. Ford

was preacher in charge, with D. W. Gould, asso-

ciate. The year 1859 was supplied by the same.

The pastors in 1861 were Alvin Robbins and

William J. Sands; in 1862, A. Hall and F. T.

Hanna; in 1863, A. D. Heaxt ;
and in 1864

and 1865, Aaron Hall.
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In the latter year, Grovenor's Corners, Ker-

nerville and Cobleskill were set off as a separate

circuit.

In 1866, Abel Ford filled the pulpit, followed

in 1866-1868, by D. W. Gates; in 1868-1871,

by Homer L. Grant; in 1871-1873, by R. H.

Robinson; in 1873-1876, by T. Dwight Walk-

er; in 1876-1878, by W. H. L. Starks; in

1878-1879, by Milton Tater
;
and in 1879, by

J. S. Bridgford, at the present time officiating.

In 1867, Grovenor's Corners was taken from

the circuit.

This church was made a "station" and

separate from any other, with the exception of

Bernerville, that was retained a few years after.

The present officers are :

Trustees :

Reuben Harder,

W. H. Hawes,
Elmer France,

George D. Harder,

Francis France.

Stewards :

Minard Harder,

Louis Hess,

John VanVoris,

George D. Harder,

Abram Gorden.

Leaders :

M. S. Decker,

S. Wright,

C. P. Boarne,

C. H. Shaver,

Chester Earner.

The Sabbath school has 175 officers and

teachers with Louis Hess as superintendent.

Sf. Paul's Roman Catholic Church. This

church was organized in 1870 by Rev. T. W.

Reilly, with a membership of seventy-five. The
edifice is a substantial brick structure, and was

built the same year at a cost of eight thousand

dollars.

The following pastors have officiated :

Rev. T. W. Reilly,

Rev. Muldoon,
Rev. E. Philips,

Rev. John Brosenen at present officiat-

ing and resident.

To return to the old families of the valley we
find at the time of the Revolution they had in-

creased in numbers, and in a few years, each

had settled down to fill up the interstices between

distant neighbors.

Jacob Borst the elder had passed away leav-

ing Joseph, Jacob, Jr., and Yost in his stead.

The former two, by their energy and faithful-

ness in the cause of liberty, enrolled their names

upon Freedom's column as true and tried pa-

triots. Jacob was employed chiefly as scout and

braved many dangers from which others shrank.

In the fall of 1780, he in company with others

were taken prisoners at Moak's Hollow, and

driven to Canada. He was harshly treated and

held until the war closed, when he returned to

his home, but was soon confined by consump-

tion, which he contracted through exposure and

soon after died. Joseph retained the old farm

and his children were Peter, Christian, Henry,

John J., and Maria, (Mrs. Abram Brown). They
too, with the father, grew old and died, leaving
a record however, of being worthy children of a

worthy parent.

The widow of John J. Borst is still living at

the advanced age of eighty-three, with all the

vivacity of many at fifty. Mrs. Borst was a

daughter of the late Jeremiah Brown, who was

one of Captain Brown's children that fled with

the school-master. Thus we find running through
her veins, the true blood of Revolutionary pa-

triotism, such as has caused volumes of brilliant

pages to be written and to be admired through
all coming time.

Yost or Christian was too young during the

war to take a part. He was the grandfather of

Josiah Borst, the present resident of the village.

Peter Schaeflfer had but one child who, we
before stated, married Christian Schaeffer of

Schoharie.

John Schaeffer reared a large family of boys,

and one daughter, she being Eva, the wife of

Jeremiah Brown, and mother of the present Mrs.

John J. Borst. John or Hans Schaeffer took out

a license in 180435 an innkeeper, which busi-

ness he followed to his death, in conjunction

with the farm. He was followed by his son

Peter, who was long known as Colonel Peter,

being honored with a commission in the State

militia, under the old military law.



402
HISTORY OF SCHOHARIE COUNTY.

The oldest son,' Henry, was located upon the

farm now owned by John Wieting and built a

small grist-tnill upon the south side of the

knoll east of the house. It was called the

"Corn cracker
" and many of the old citizens

of the town well remember visiting the same.

The second son, David, settled upon the farm,

and built the large yellow house that was re-

cently torn down, so long owned and occupied

by William Walker.

Mr. Walker's firm opposition to bonding

the town to aid in the construction of the Sus-

quehanna railroad can but be fresh in the

minds of the people of the town. He fought

the project long and bravely but the bonds

were given and caused as he predicted "trouble

and anxiety." Mr. Walker removed from Grov-

enor's Corners to this farm.

Lambert Shafer, another son settled upon the

farm now owned by the Van Dresser Brothers.

Here he kept an inn which was for many years

a rendezvous for the neighboring faimers to in-

dulge in horse racing. The race course was

from the house, west to the turn of the road and

upon it many of the wheat fed horses displayed

their speed regardless of the day of the week or

state of the weather. The present residence is

the one then used and in which were witnessed

many sports peculiar, we may say, only to those

days. Here one Michael Haenig formerly a

Hessian soldier and taken prisoner at Saratoga

being rather full of "
flip

" and troublesome

"
nog

" hurrahed for King George, upon some

occasion, when a lusty yeoman caught him up

and threw him in the fire place swearing he

should be burnt up. Peter, father of Milton

Borst, being present, caught the poor fellow

and dragged him out, but not soon enough to

save him a severe scorching.

The farm was purchased by Abram and Will-

iam Shutts two brothers who occupied it for

many years and sold to John Van Dresser and

is now successfully managed by his sons Jacob

and Henry under the title of Van Dresser

Brothers, Mr. Van Dresser having died in

1880.

Richtmyer Family. Joining the Van Dres-

ser farm is found one of Schoharie's oldest fam-

ilies and in whose veins, ran staunch, patriotic

blood. Conradt and William Richtmyer set-

tled here in 1791 the latter upon the south,

and the former upon the north side of the

woods. The two brothers first located upon

the west side of Karker mountain opposite of

Joseph and Solomon D. Karker's as black-

smiths soon after the Revolution, but not being

successful they changed to this neighborhood

where each grew old and died full of honor as

exemplary citizens, conscientious Christians

and successful farmers. They were sons of

Chris John Richtmyer, of Middleburgh, who

was a spy through the war and comrade of the

famous Tim Murphy.

Joining the Richtmyer's upon the south,

where Bradley Wetsel now resides, Abram

Bouck settled at the close of the Revolution.

He was taken prisoner in the fall of 1781 but

escaped and to the day of his death was venom-

ous towards Indians and Tories. He carried

one gun through the war and gave it at last to

George Becker, of Carlisle, who christened the

relic
" Old Abr'm Bouck."

Mr. Bouck was a son of John Bouck who

settled where Martinus Swart now resides. The

old gentleman was succeeded on the place by

another son Peter, who kept an inn in the com-

mencement of the century. Peter married

Maria Hynds who was taken by Adam Crysler

and a squad of seven Indians in Dorlach upon

the 4th of July, 1780, as will be seen by consult-

ing
" Seward."

Abram Bouck lived to a good old age and

by frugality and industry accumulated a fine

property.

Captain Christian Bnntm died soon after

the war closed. His children were Jeremiah,

William, Christian, John Jost, Eva, (Mrs. David

Earner) and Christina (Mrs. David Becker, of

Fox's creek). They too have passed away as

long years have intervened since they fled with

their mother through the forest to escape the

vengeance of an unprincipled foe.

Henry Shafer settled upon the farm now oc-

cupied by his grandson, George Shafer, some

time before the Revolution, but not as early as

the other Shafer families, and was the youngest

brother of John Shafer. He became a prom-
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inent man in the County, being appointed As-

sistant Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, in

1796, and represented the district in the Assem-

bly in 1806, 1807 and 1808, besides being Su-

pervisor of the town twelve terms, viz: 1802,

1803, 1804, 1805, 1806, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1 8 10,

1811, and in 1814, 1820, 1830, 1831. He was

also Justice of the Peace for many years, all of

which official duties he performed creditably to

himself as a self-made man under adverse circum-

stances, and acceptably to his constituents. As

we have before mentioned, the German Dutch

invariably had in each of their settlements, one

to whom they would look up as the business

man. He was to take their cares of business

upon himself, and whatever he considered best

to be done, was done, and Shafer, possessing in

a degree, the characteristics required honesty

and ability, was the chosen leader. There

were many living within the town during his day,

superior in ability, but they were of different

blood, and had not the confidence of the Ger-

man element. The Judge was followed in the

people's confidence, by General Thomas Law-

yer, and it is doubtful if the town will ever

claim two men again, that were more highly

esteemed by the people of the County, than the

Judge and General Lawyer.
Mr. Shafer had two sons and two daughters,

George, Peter, Mrs. Samuel Ward, and Mrs.

John Brown. He died on the I5th of April,

1839, at the ripe old age of eighty-two years.

Many of the grandchildren are residents of

the town, and highly respected citizens, prom-
inent among whom are William and George
Shafer and William Brown.

Mrs. Shafer was a daughter of George War-

ner, Sr., and performed many hazardous acts

during the struggle. Previous to the erection

of Fort DeBoise, she collected such eatables and

other comforts as the citizens of Cobleskill could

donate for the garrison at Schoharie, and car-

ried them on horse-back alone, without guide
or guard.

While on the way at a certain time, with a

plentiful supply, she came across a squad of In-

dians, who were roasting a pig near the present

residence of Mathew Bice.

Assuming friendship and courage, she drew

her horse up to the party, and asked one of

them to cut a whip, as her horse was lazy. He
complied with her order, and she passed on her

"way rejoicing." Three different times she ran

from the Fort to extinguish the flames the In-

dian torch had lighted against the side of her

log home. (Mrs. DaTiJ Shank.}

BERNER SETTLEMENT.

In the orchard near Dr. Werner's residence

stand two tomb-stones that mark the graves of

Joseph Berner and his wife, the first settlers of

the place. Mr. Berner was born in 1755 and set-

tled upon the farm now owned and occupied by
Peter Myers, and was soon followed by his

brother George. A permanent settlement was

not made until the close of the Revolution, as

frequent invasions of the enemy made it hazard-

ous, being quite a distance from others. Mrs.

Berner was a daughter of Jacob Borst, and sister

of Joseph and Lieutenant Jacob. Berner built

a grist-mill about the year 1789, where Dr.

Werner's barn now stands, and a few years after

removed it to the site of the old paper-mill.

His son, David I., became the possessor and

built a larger mill where the present Quacken-
boss mill now stands, which was burned. In

the year 1810 Joseph Berner placed the first

burr stone in his mill that was used upon the

Cobleskill, it being removed from Alexander

Boyd's mill in Middleburgh, to give room for a

larger one, which the increasing grain crop of

that section demanded. The early built mills

were very small, containing but one run of stone,

that being either a common sand-stone or a
"
Sopus," scarcely over two feet in diameter.

Fall and spring freshets made it necessary to

rebuild several times within a few years, but not

being particular about the architectural beauty

of the structures, the losses were not considered

heavy. Mr. Berner was fortunate in escaping

from the Indians in the winter of 1782, as re-

lated by author Simms and verified by Jeremiah

Berner, the only son of the old patriot at pres-

ent living, he having arrived at the age of eighty,

in full possession of his mental, as well as physi-

cal faculties.

" On the nth of December, 1782, Nicholas

Warner and Joseph Berner went from the Scho-

harie fort to the Warner farm to obtain a sleigh.
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When Warner and Berner were fastening one

sled to the other, one of the horses broke loose

and ran into the woods, and while they were

recovering the animal the enemy arrived. Catch-

ing the horse they fastened the team to the sled

and in driving past the house they discovered

the Indians, three of whom attempted to take

them. Two of the Indians fired upon them, the

third reserving his fire.

" The horses ran partly over a log and the

hindermost sleigh, not running true, struck a

sappling and drew the box off and Warner un-

der it. Berner, having the reins, was drawn

over the box and remained upon the sleigh bot-

tom. The Indian that reserved his fire ad-

vanced with steady aim upon Warner, who seeing

it was useless to undertake to regain the sleigh,

he told Berner to secure his own flight and leave

him to his fate. Berner drove to Schoharie,

while Nicholas and his father were driven in

captivity."

Dr. Philip Werner, to whom belonged the

old mill site, for many years the only physician

of the place, is of the same family that reside at

Warnerville, in fact of the whole County, as

they are descendants of four brothers that came

from Germany, at different times, the last about

the year 1760. The great-grandfather of the

Doctor was Christopher, a brother of George,

to whom we just referred as being taken

prisoner. This branch of the family retain the

original name Werner, while others give to "e"

the German sound of the English "a," and

wrote it so. The Doctor's family settled at

Beaver Dam, in Albany county, where a large

settlement of Germans was made at an early

day. He came to this place in 1846, and

retained a practice to the year 1881, when he

removed to Washington, D. C. His son, Edgar

S., is editor and proprietor of the Monthly Voice,

a periodical printed in Albany, devoted to the

cultivation of the human voice, and which

meets with a success beyond the expectation of

its energetic editor.

BERNERVILLE.

This little hamlet has been for many years

quite an important one to the surrounding

country, owing to the different mills that have

been constructed from time to time. The

Quackenbush grist-mill has been a substantial

enterprise for a great many years, from the fact

that its water privilege is one of the best found

in the country, enabling the mill to run in dry

seasons long after many others have been

obliged to cease. The machinery is of the

best and produces the choicest brands of flour,

which reputation it has always enjoyed.

Farther down, upon the Cobleskill, Isaac

Riley built a fulling mill, about the year 1814,

and superintended the same until his death,

which occurred in 1823, when he was succeeded

by his brother-in-law, Milo Bradley.

Mr. Bradley removed to Richmondville, and

was followed here by Azariah Riley, who suc-

cessfully carried on the business until his death,

which occurred in 1880. Mr. Riley was a

thorough business man, and after several years'

connection with the mill accumulated a fine

property. In his death, the town lost one of its

best men, and the neighborhood a substantial

member.

Beside the two mills alluded to, a paper-mill

was in operation for a number of years, but it

was burned, and no efforts have been made to

rebuild.

James Gale &* Sans, have for several years

manufactured revolving horse-rakes, chairs,

wagon felloes, and other wooden merchandise,

besides running a clover mill.

Being a business center for the farmers of the

vicinity, a store was opened by John Berner,

about the year 1825, and was followed by Law-

rence Becker, in 1830, Jacob Russell and Jehiel

Larkin, in 1835, and Clark B. Griggs after.

It was subsequently managed from 1847 to

1851, as a "Company store," the "company"

being farmers and mechanics living near. The
idea was to lessen the cost of goods to the stock-

holders, they having the privilege of obtaining

such articles as they wished to purchase, at cost

price.

An agent or manager was chosen by the Com-

pany at a salary, and for all goods bought by
those who were not stockholders, a profit was

realized, which it was thought would pay the

running expenses of the concern. There were

several like institutions throughout the country,
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but all of them proved failures, and causes of

litigation. The one at this place went down

after the experience of four short years, and the

iMiildinw remained idle for a long time. John

J. Burner built a distillery upon Peter Myei's

present place in 1830. The bridge was built in

1832.

Union Church. The church at this place

was built by different denominations, in 1845

and 1846. The pulpit is regularly supplied by

the Methodist Episcopal and Free Methodist.

The pastorate in past years has been in con-

nection with other churches, particularly Cobles-

kill and Mineral Springs, but what years with

each, we are unable to learn. We stated it was

built as a Union Church, but find the deed of

the lot says it is to be privileged first to the

Methodist Episcopal society, and when the pul-

pit is not supplied by a minister of that society

in good standing, it was to be privileged to

other denominations.

Passing down the stream, we come to Gary's

Mill which was built in 1 8 1 6 by Nelson Eckerson,

and at present is owned by John Cary. The Eck-

erson family early settled near and have been

from the first settlement of the Schoharie valley,

especially during the Revolution, one of the

head families of the County. The early fathers

were intimately connected with the Reformed

churches of Schoharie and Middleburgh.and were

the substantial supporters of those organizations.

Thomas Eckerson a nephew of Major Thomas

Eckerson, of Middleburgh, settled after the Revo-

lution, upon the farm now occupied by Alex-

ander Hays. He held a commission as Major

after that war, and was a very sagacious and

energetic 'man. He early enrolled himself in

the Colonial cause and was the miller of the

present Stevens mill, near the lower fort, during

the Revolution. He was a son of John Ecker-

son, and nephew of Thomas, Jr., the major

under Colonel Peter Vroman, of the i8th regi-

ment.

This Thomas, had seven children who were as

follows :

John,

Nicholas,

William,

Cornelius,

Agline, (Mrs. Nicholas Snyder,)

Maria, (Mrs. John Dykman,)

Catherine, (Mrs. Henry H. Aker.)

The names Ecker, Eckerson and Aker are often

confounded as one, but it is a mistake
;
while the

first two are one, the latter is an entirely different

family. The changes through which the former

name has passed, with a general history of the

family may be seen by consulting the chapter

upon Middleburgh.

Kilmer Settlement. In the year 1799, John
Kilmer and his two sons, George and John,

came from Clermont, Columbia county, and

settled where John Kilmer, Jr., now resides.

The whole territory throughout this neighbor-

hood was a dense wilderness, with the exception

of small flats cleared by Joseph Berner, Major

Eckerson, and James Vielie (now George

Young.)
The original family name was Kilmore, but

since the family immigrated from the Old Coun-

try it has been known as Kilmer.

The father died and left his two sons in his

stead, whose children too, have nearly passed

away, leaving honorable records as energetic

and useful citizens. Those of George, were

John, Jeremiah, Joshua, David, Mrs. Jesse Pat-

rick, Christina and Nancy, wives of David I.

Berner.

Those of John were Peter, Jonas, John, Jr.,

David, Thomas, Mrs. T. J. Myres, Mrs. Jacob
Zimmer and Mrs. John Werth.

John Kilmore is still living upon the old

homestead, at the age of eighty-three, in full

possession of his faculties, and we are indebted

to his retentive memory for many facts that

would have been lost and which are of interest.

About the year 1811, there came to this neigh-

borhood, John Jost Werth, from Schoharie, who

settled upon the farm now occupied by his son-

in-law, Tobias Bouck.

Mr. Werth was the grandson of the first resi-

dent practicing physician and surgeon in Scho-

harie County, and son of Dr. Johannes Werth,

who succeeded his father in the profession and

practiced a short time before, and during the

Revolution. A few of the old gentleman's in-

struments are retained by the descendants, and

in comparing them with those of the present
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day, we can see but few things present a greater

improvement than surgical instruments.

Mr. Bouck was appointed Under Sheriff by

John S. Brown, in 1842. During his official

term the famous Anti-Rent war occurred in the

south part of the County, referred to in Chap-

ter IV, of this work. Upon the expiration of

Sheriff Brown's term of office, in 1845,

Mr. Bouck was elected to the position which

he filled creditably to himself and economically

to the County. He represented the County in

the Legislature in 1857, being elected from the

town of Schoharie, where he made his home for

many years.

The family now known as Wetsel early

settled in this section, and are a branch of the

Wessels who came from Holland about the year

1655 or 1660. There were three brothers, and

the descendants of one settled upon the Mohawk,

one in Columbia county, and one in the Scho-

harie valley, at a much later date. How or why

the name was changed to Wetsel we are unable

to say, unless it came through the old German

pronunciation, as in many other cases. The

change has been of such long standing, it is im-

possible to convince many branches that a

change was made, and even that the family were

the true, or Holland Dutch.

John W. Brayman, of the Scotch Patent,

established a fulling-mill about the year 1830,

and carried on quite an extensive business for

many years. He built the present building now

occupied by George Casper as a cider-mill, and

being the business man of the little hamlet, it

received the name of Brayman' s Mills, by which

it is at present known.

But few fulling-mills are to be found in the

County now, where thirty years ago there were

many. We find Brayman's mill turned to

other uses. Mr. Casper is extensively engaged
in the manufacture of cider, making from fifteen

hundred to two thousand barrels annually.

When we consider the numberless smaller mills

that surround it, each making a few hundred

barrels yearly, we can have a faint idea at

least, of the amount of cider manufactured in

the County.

The hamlet being closely connected with

Howe's Cave, around which has sprung up quite
a settlement, the citizens of the two places and

surrounding neighborhood, erected a fine Re-

formed Church in the season of 1875. It was

in fact a removal of the Reformed Church of

Schoharie Mountain, or Punchkill. The society

was formed in 1808, and the church supplied by
the Schoharie Reformed Church up to the year

1834, when James E. Quaw was called and

preached that and the year following. He was

succeeded as follows:

Paul Weidman, 1836 to 1846.

J. M. Scribner, 1847 to 1848.

R. Wells, (in connection with Schoharie,)

from 1848 to 1855.

E. Vedder, 1855 to and including 1863.

From the latter to 1872, no regular appoint-

ments were made.

J. Markle, 1872 to 1875.

A. C. Millspaugh. 1876 to 1878.

W. D. Buckelew, 1879, and present.

This church was originally the "High and

Low Dutch Reformed," and the first celebration

of the Lord's Supper was in February, 1809.

Elijah Dickinson was the first clerk, and held

the office for a long term of years. The first

records are not to be found, consequently the

first officers cannot be given.

The present ones (1882) are :

Elders :

Tunis Swart,

George Casper,

Theodore Owen.

Deacons :

Martin Collins,

John King.
Peter Rockefellow,

Alexander Hayes.

Rev. Buckelew, within the past year, has been

active in organizing a society at Central Bridge,

and in building an edifice in which to worship,

in connection with this church, and through his

energy and earnestness in the cause, has been

successful in the accomplishment of his aim.

Following the stream down one-half mile and

looking upon the side of the rock-bound hill,

amid the clicking of the workman's hammer

strokes, the rumbling of machinery reducing
the rock to dust, and the puffing clattering
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steam-cars, is safely ensconced the entrance of

the celebratd Howe's Cave.

HOWF.'S CAVK.

This recess of darkness and wonders was dis-

covered by Lester Howe, a farmer living near,

in the year 1842. In regard to its discovery

we will here copy an article that was published

in the New York Tribune in August of that

year by one of the first visitors that traversed

its aisles, whose initials were E. G. S.

He says :

"It may be well before going any farther, to

give some account of the discovery of this

cavern. Since the early settlement of this part

of the country, it has been known to the inhab-

itants of the vicinity, that there was a spot

somewhere along the ledge of the rocks on the

side of the mountain north of the stream, from

which issued a strong current of cold air so

strong indeed that in summer it chilled the

hunter as he passed near it. It was familiarly

THE CAVK HOUSE.

called the
"

{>/iHi'ing mvfr," and no person ever

ventured to remove the underbrush and rubbish

that obscured the entrance, lest probably some

hobgoblin or wild beast should pounce upon
him as legal prey. Mr. Howe, who has recently

removed into the neighborhood, accidentally

heard some intimation of its existence in May
last, and with commendable curiosity immedi-

ately determined to visit it, and set out alone

without delay for that purpose. He found the

fact as stated, and upon removing the under-

brush he discovered a spring, some four feet

square, from which proceeded a current of cold

air, plainly to be felt at the distance of several

rods. Satisfied that there was a cave of some

extent, he returned next day with a friend and

entered it by the aid of lights to a great depth.

He renewed his visits from time to time, pro-

ceeding a little farther each time, until about

the 1 5th ult., when, after penetrating to the

distance of a mile, his passage was interrupted by
a lake of water. Since then he has transported

materials, built a boat, crossed the water, and

explored the Cave to the extent oifive miles by

measurement, and the end is not yet. How
much farther it extends is unknown."

Mr Howe's financial condition was such as to

debar him from opening the discovery to the

visiting world with that display of advertising

etc., which is necessary to an immediate success
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at the present time, and it was long weary years

before its wonders were advertised and the

cavern made easy of access by blasting and re-

moving debris, that for ages had been crum-

bling from the ceiling through the action of

frost and water at and near the entrance. The

proprietor built a hotel near and at a later date,

extended the same over the entrance which was

burned the igth of January 1872. The year

following, the present gothic structure was

erected and owing to the increase of patronage

it became necessary to make large additions to

it in the winter of 1880 and 1881. Great im-

provements have been made without and with-

in for the convenience, comfort and safety of

visitors.

It is generally supposed that such caverns are

caused by convulsive upheavals that occurred

in the far back unhistoried centuries, making
fisures in the rocks, through which streams of

water pass and slowly wear them deeper and

broader, by dissolving the carbonate of lime of

which the rock is chiefly composed. In enter-

ing we find no signs of upheaval in displace-

ment of strata or dip of rock, but the most

peaceful regularity. The side chambers issuing
from the ceiling, the "

rotunda," and various

other sections of the cave, present evidences of

the water's work, in their smooth rounded form

as "
pot holes," so often found in the rock bed

of many rivers. As like scenes in nature pro-
duce unlike thoughts and feelings to different

beholders, so also this dark aisle may exert differ-

ent impressions upon different minds. The

mighty Niagara awakens in some an indescribable

awe, while to others it is but a water-fall, pos-

sessing a certain beauty, but without grandeur
or greatness. A visit to this cavern may give
to such the same impression. As we stand

within these massive walls, deep down in Nature's

vaults, in impenetrable gloom, we cannot but

feel the silent majesty of the works of God !

When we trace the lines of far-back centuries,

written so plainly upon each atom, and vainly

attempt to count the ages that have preceded

ages, and rolled their events within this lower

world, as memoirs of their creation, we exclaim,
" Thou ART Infinite !

" Here are above, below
and all around, the evidences of such power.
Our mind is lost in wonder, and the soul cries I

aloud,
"
Yea, Lord; Thou art mighty !

"
This

unfamiliar beauty, and the order of these forma-

tions, humbles our genius to acknowledge that

Thou art also Wisdom !

The entrance to the cave is guarded by ma-

sonry that we approach with gloomy forebod-

ings, but which are soon dispelled by the inhala-

tion of cool oxygen, that seems to exhilarate the

lungs and awakens a lively curiosity to peer

deeper into the walls of darkness. The rippling
of crystal waters and musical sounds of distant

water-falls, the now low and then lofty arches

that overhang the foot-path, and faint sparkle of

dim crystals and calcareous formations as the

light approaches, lulls all fear of danger and
creates an eagerness for discovery that makes
us forget the fatigue that similar efforts would

cause in explorations among familiar objects in

the outside world.

One of the first attractions is
" Musical Hall,"

where a whisper is reverberated with musical,
and at first, pleasant effect. Any tone of voice

is sent through the darkness with such distinct-

ness and grandeur of action or vibration that

one is silenced, so to speak, with reverence and

humility. We stand appalled at the reverbera-

tion of sound and anxiously pass on, that the

tell-tale walls of Musical Hall might not

waft an irreverent word or thought beyond
their dim confines.

In passing along, each step awakens deeper

interest, and must especially to the geological

student, afford double pleasure. The visitor is

soon confronted by a small sheet of water that

is formed by loose rocks that have dammed the

stream that has followed its
' hidden path

"
and

assisted to form one of the wonders of the world.

This is Stygian lake, to us inaptly called as its

calm, pure sparkling water is in too great contrast

to the seething fumes of the Ancients' fabled

Styx. As the faint light overpowers the darkness

that here crowds upon us, and reveals the sta-

lactitical formations, that interest which we have

felt before, is turned to solemn awe and won-

der. Here, above we find pendent from the

ceiling stalactites of every conceivable pattern,

each differing in size and form. 'From each one
a pearly drop of water is gathering to fall below

and give place to another, and which has thus

for ages been slowly and silently forming, to
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beautifully and artistically adorn as ' Prentice
'

says these

" dim and awful aisles,

Shut from the blue and breezy dome of heaven."

Beyond upon a lower ceiling they are found

with less attraction, as nearness robs them of

their beauty. But a few more strokes of the

oar reaches an elevated arch that again carries

the mind to the far back centuries, and we can

but ponder upon the extent of time that these

larger specimens of Nature's handiwork has

been forming. Here imitations of animate crea-

tures are found, such as birds, beasts, branches

of trees and a calcareous pile called Lot's wife.

CRYSTAL LAKE, HOWE'S CAVE.

She is represented as arrested upon the instant

of her enjoying the last and forbidden retrospect

of the doomed city of Sodom.

The rough and rugged rocks of the Rocky
mountains must be mounted to enable the stu-

dent to study and the adventurer to claim a

conquest. The hammer of the geologist is

here allowed to click at his strokes in quest of

aragonite, and from the lofty pile beneath

which the rippling water rushes side chambers

can be entered that are within themselves

equally as curious and wonderful as the main

cavern.

Descending to the brook again we push on

through spacious rooms and the "
winding way"

and we emerge into a circular room whose dome-

like roof is, the guide will tell you, beyond the

fiery rocket's reach. Within this space we are

bade to extinguish the lights and sit in silence.

What the light of the sun is to the taper, this

darkness is compared with the darkness of

the outer world. It is darkness profound ; and

when the torch is again lighted its feeble rays

are greatfully appreciated. And thus we go on

and on in narrow defiles and broad openings

beneath low ceilings and again lofty arches un-

til passages diverge to narrow crevices all filled

with beauty and grandeur that are indescrib-
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able. Throughout are side openings that lead

to other aisles perhaps of greater length and

equal beauty but not more impressive. The

rushing of the waters, the thunders of distant

waterfalls that send their reverberations through

these apartments the grand majesty of the

rocks and inpenetrable darkness, all unite with

the sermons so plainly written upon the whole

that "God only is great" and to bow the soul

in reverential awe !

In returning over the ground we find the

"
Chapel

" was not noticed which is one of the

interesting features of the cave. It is so called

from a beautiful combination of stalactites fall-

ing over a projecting rock at one extremity of

the room and resembles an altar with its fringe

and drapery. Above is an opening in the roof

of immense height and from its edge are in-

numerable stalactites whose beauty can be ap-

preciated only by a visit, and the aid of the gas-

light that illuminates the cavern as far as the

lake. Here many have retired to celebrate

their bridal nuptials to give romance perhaps to

imagined tragical scenes.

As we emerge from the cavern, how welcome

is the light of day and as we gaze upon the

beautiful scene around, the words of Prentice

receive an echo from the heart when he says:

" How oft we gaze
With awe and admiration on the new
And unfamiliar, but pass coldly by
The lovelier and the mightier ! Wonderful

Is the lone world of darkness and of gloom,
But far more wonderful yon outer world,

Lit by the glorious sun. These arches swell

Sublime in lone and dim magnificence.
But how sublimer God's blue canopy

Beleagued with his burning cherubim,

Keeping their watch eternal.

PUNCHKILL.

In crossing the Cobleskill from " Howe's

Cave," to the hillside, we soon come to the

small hamlet that bears the humble name of

Punchkill. The small rivulet that passes down
the steep bank, and which, through ages, has

worn a deep ravine to givewildness to the scene,
was named Punchkill, as historian Simms tells

us, by Johannes Lawyer, while surveying, from
the fact that the party indulged in a draught of

whiskey-punch upon its bank.

The hamlet was long known as "Schoharie

Mountain," and " East Cobleskill," but, as if to

retain the remembrance of the potent punch,
those names have long since been dropped, and

Punchkill "
unanimously adopted."

An inn being erected here upon the building

of the Loonenburgh Turnpike through the place

in 1808, and a church the same year, an effort

was made to found a village, but met with poor
success. At one time it was a busy hamlet, but

when the railroad was constructed in the valley

below, it received a paralytic stroke, like all

other hamlets along the line situated as this,

from which it will never revive.

The first church built here was the " Re-
'

formed," and stood near the present Methodist

site. After the "fathers" of this neighborhood

worshipped within its plain walls forty years, they
built the edifice to the west, and dedicated the

same on the 27th of December, 1848. Upon
building the new church at Braymanville, as we

have noticed, the Christian denomination pur-

chased the Second Reformed church building,

and now occupy it, its pastorate being in con-

nection with Warnerville and Richmondville.

The Methodist Church was connected in pas-

torate with the Cobleskill Methodist church, up
to the year 1866, it being the fifth class in the

circuit of eight. A list of the pastors officiating

previous to that date, can be seen by consulting

the list of pastors of the Cobleskill church, and

of late years those of Mineral Springs. The

present edifice was built in 1846.

In the beginning of the century, the highway

passing through this place from Cobleskill to

Schoharie, was obstructed by gates and bars

wherever the road crossed a farm line, as was

nearly everyroad throughout the country. Upon
the passage of the Legislative bill, authorizing
the building of the Schoharie bridge, petitions

were circulated among the townsmen for signa-

tures, praying to the Road Commissioners to

open the road "
to the free and unobstructed

travel of the publick."

The owners of the land refused to acceed to

any demands, and openly prevented many from

traveling over their lands, which awakened such

a feeling against them, that a score or more of

the townspeople appeared before the Grand
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Jury, with Jared Goodyear at their head, and

obtained bills of indictment against them for

'

obstructing the highway with gates and bars."

The people were successful through Jedediah

Miller, to sustain their charges, on the ground
that the road had been in use as a public high-

way, for over twenty years, without molestation.

This occurred about the year 1811.

In passing along to the west towards " Min-

eral Springs," the visitor is charmed with the

picturesque view that presents itself in looking

up and down the valley. Here is a scene that

is worthy the attention of both the lover of

nature and of art. As the warm sunshine has a

soft refreshing influence upon the earth after

summer showers, so this scene refreshes and in-

vigorates the spirit of adoration and wonder,

that fills us in beholding the grandeur and bold-

ness of the hills that surround it, and in travers-

ing the winding aisles of the cave, and listening

to the thunderings of its waterfalls, deep down

in the bowels of the earth. It seems to be more

of a panorama, upon which art, guided by the

hand of the Omnipotent, has pictured nature in

beauty and peace, without marks of a revenge-

ful power, upheaving formations to give grand-

eur, as if in contrast to the scene around it.

Along this road, it being then but a path, the

early settlers of the Cobleskill cautiously and

wearily traversed daily to and from their homes,

to elude the wily savage and revengeful Tory,

during the days that tried men's souls. How
often did those troubled ones, while on their

weary march, look back and forward to catch the

last or first glimpse of their homes, to assure

themselves they had such. And with what feeling

of anguish they must have looked back on their

flight on the second day of June, 1778, and seen

the maddening flame lap up their labors of years,

and heard the demoniac shriek of their savage

victors, over the mangled corpses of fathers, sons

and brothers !

MINERAL SPRINGS.

This little hamlet was for many years

known as France's Corners, after Jacob

France, an early settler. He was a son of

Sebastian France, of Turlah, an honest man,

and true patriot, who long since passed the sad

ordeal of death, leaving a large family to per-

petuate the name and profit by his worthy

example. The waters of the spring being
utilized for medicinal purposes by Mr. Simeon

Deyo in 1867, at great expense, the name of

the hamlet was changed to give eclat to the

surroundings. Mr. Deyo did much to bring

these waters to the notice of the public, but it

was at a time when the country was laboring

under the pains of civil war, and only old estab-

lished watering places were patronized, and they

but sparely. Of late years, the Cobleskill val-

ley has become a familiar haunt for city pleasure

seekers, of quiet temperament, and if the

accommodations that Mr. Deyo furnished were

standing they could but be profitably utilized.

Betsey or Elizabeth, the daughter of Sebas-

tian France, and sister of Jacob, whom we

noticed, was the companion of Miss Catharine

Merckley the day she was assassinated in 1780,

in Turlah. She married Paul Shank, who

settled here and reared a large family. She

died on the 2 7th of October, 1846, at the age
of eighty-eight years. Paul Shank was a soldier

under Cornwallis, and upon that General's

surrendering his sword, Mr. Shank drifted to

Watervliet and learned the tailor's trade. The
France family living there at the time, he

became acquainted with Elizabeth and married

her at the close of the War, and settled upon the

farm now occupied by David Kromer, and

worked at his trade. The children were as

follows :

John,

Sebastian,

David,

Mrs. John Frazier,

Mrs. Jacob France, Jr.,

Mrs. Peter France,

Mrs. Henry Fox.

David is the only son living, and is in his eighty-

first year of age. He has been for many years

one of the chief supporters of the Methodist

church, and an energetic business man. To him

we are indebted for information in regard to the

Methodist Church of Mineral Springs and

Punchkill, whose records are but scraps, and not

accessible.

Methodist Episcopal Church of Mineral

Springs. The first meeting for organization
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was held October 28, 1844, and Samuel N.

Wilber, David Borst, John Shank, David Shank,

Daniel Shafer, Henry P. Shafer, and Harvey

France, were elected trustees of the Methodist

Episcopal Church at France's Corners.

The church edifice was built in the latter part

of that year and the early part of 1845, and

dedicated in May of the latter year. It was

built during the pastorate of Revs. Pomeroy and

Warner, but dedicated under that of Revs.

Amos Osborn and Absalom Mosher, their fol-

lowers, who officiated in 1846 and 1847. The

successive pastors have been as follows :

Amos Osborn and Samuel Covil, 1847-1848.

Joel Squires and Z. Kurd, 1848-1849.

Joel Squires and William H. Tiffany, 1849-

1850.

J. Giddings and William Diefendorf, 1850-

1851.

Elisha Watson and Charles. Anderson, 1851-

1852.

Elisha Watson and Diefendorf, 1852-1853.

A. Lyon and Andrew Heath, 1853-1854.

Andrew Heath and S. B. Gough, 1854-1855.

Joseph Conner and Joseph Cope, 1855-1857.

David Gould and S. S. Ford, 1858-1859.
Alvin Robbins and William J. Sands. 1860-

1861.

Hall and Hanna, 1862-1863.

A. D. Heath, 1864-1865.
Hiram Harris and Eli Baker, 1865-1866.
Eli Baker, 1867.

Henry Wright, 1868-1869-1870.
William Earl, 1871-1872.

Jarvis Devol, 1873-1874.
William M. Stanley, 1875.

D. McShell, 1876.

Alfred Eaton, 1877-1878.

J. J. Austin, 1879; the present pastor.

The present officers are :

Trustees:

Harvey France,

Lester France,

Jameson Cheesbro.

Stewards :

Harmon Robinson,
Nelson France,

Christian Bouck.

Recording Steward :

Nelson France.

Leaders :

Harvey France,

Jameson Cheesbro.

LAWYERSVILLE.

In the spring of 1760 there came a number of

families from Rhinebeck upon the Hudson, and

settled to the north and northwest of this hamlet,

taking up lands that were then owned by Jurian

Young, a resident of Albany county. The set-

tlement was called New Rhinebeck, and a few,

only, of the farms then taken, at present lie in

the town of Cobleskill, but principally in Seward

and Carlisle. The farm now belonging to the

Engle Brothers is the principal one (at that time

settled) in this neighborhood, and upon it John
Conrad Engle and Johannes Yunk (now Young)

settled, the latter taking the north and the

former the south part of the farm.

Young was a cousin of Peter Young, the first

settler of Carlisle, and his children were Benja-

min, Ephraim, Gideon, Jonathan, Elias, David

and Margaret, (Mrs. Abram Tester.)

Engle and Young were brothers-in-law, Engle

having married Eva Maria, a sister of Young.
The farm was occupied by the two families un-

til the year 1801, when Gideon Young, the son,

being in possession sold to Engle and removed

to the present territory of Carlisle. From the

two families that settled here has sprang the in-

numerable families of Engle and Young that are

to be found throughout the western part of the

County and a vast army in the Western States.

Engle's children were :

Anna, (Mrs. Hoffman, who was killed

with her husband Michael Hoffman,
in Turlah, by the Indians on the icth

of July, 1780).

Mathias,

Anna Caroline,

Kathrina, (Mrs. Tunis Kneiskern,)

John William,

Eva,

John,

Elizabeth,

Jergon,

Margaret, (Mrs. Jacob Strobeck).
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The daughter Catharine, or Kathrina, was at

the house of Michael Hoffman, in Seward, when

the Indians approached to murder the family.

She fled to the woodland from her concealment

saw the double murder committed. Being

frightened in the extreme, she fled through the

forest, she knew not whither, and emerged upon

the flats at Central Bridge. A few men work-

ing in the field saw her running as if a lunatic,

and giving chase caught her, but her fright was

so great it was some time before they could calm

her excitement to glean the facts of the cause

of her fright. The distance she ran was at least

ten miles, through an unbroken and trackless

forest. It was one of the many acts of endur-

ance, as well as providential escapes from ruth-

less murderers that the patriots of the Revolu-

tion were forced to experience in their struggle

for liberty and independence. During their excit-

ing lives that so often threatened to terminate

in bloody tragedy, the hand of Providence

frequently warded off the invader's blow and

changed appalling scenes to pleasing romance.

In after years, when the deep forest's still-

ness was no longer broken by the stealthy war-

rior's whoop; and venomous hate that had satu-

rated Schoharie's soil alike with Patriot's and

Tory's blood, was bound by the joyful procla-

mation of peace to brotherly privileges and

Christian acts, Teunis Kneiskern, of Kneis-

kern's dorf, one of the young lady's captors in

her fright, did a "
wooing go" to the house of

Conradt Engle, and claimed his captive as a

bride. Long years of faithful, domestic service

did she render to her husband, and reared a

family whose pleasure it is to recount, in their

old age, the story of their mother's escape from

death. Teunis favored the cause of the Crown,
with his brother Peter, of Carlisle, while his

brothers Jacob and William were true and faith-

ful advocates of freedom. The latter was taken

prisoner at Myndert's (Moak's Hollow) by a

band of Indians in the fall of 1780, and made
his escape from Rebel Island by lashing two

brandy kegs together and floating to the main

land. During the war the Engle and Young
families with many others sought safety at the

Camps. The male portion occasionally returned

to care for their personal effects.

The lands of this neighborhood are com-

prised in a Royal Grant bearing date 1730, by
some people designated as New Dorlach patent

and were chiefly owned by Johannes Lawyer,

second, of Schoharie, and given by him, to Jo-

hannes, the third, (in land succession) as stated

in Chapter IV.

After the close of the Revolution, General

James Dana of Connecticut, settled to the south

of Engle's, upon lands now owned by Gilbert

Dana, and was followed shortly by John Red-

ington another Revolutionary soldier and sev-

eral others from the Eastern States, of whom we
will make mention hereafter, as their lives were

useful and exemplary ones, and added much of

interest to the history of our County.
The new settlement here formed and of

which the pleasant hamlet of Lawyersville is the

nucleus, being principally made up of Eastern

patriots, it bore the name of New Boston for

many years.

Another name was applied to the place in

after years by many, which may still be heard

from the old people. It being upon the Royal
Patent granted to Goldbrow and Banyar and

others, in 1752, and which lay wholly in the old

town of Cobleskill, this place was designated as

the Patent and Cobleskill Patent, as well as by
its present name Lawyersville.

There not being any Revolutionary incidents

connected with this neighborhood more than the

part taken by the heroes that settled here we
will review their lives to which are justly due,

our honor and veneration.

James Dana was born in Ashford, Connecti-

cut, on the loth of October, 1732, O. S, and

was a meritorious officer in the struggle for lib-

erty. Isaac Hall Tiffany, a legal gentleman,

living here, in the early days of the settlement,

and a neighbor of General Dana, left a manu-

script relating to Dana's life, and dictated by

him, of which we were fortunate to procure a

copy. It reads as follows :

" He appears to have commenced his military

career among the provincial troops under Sir

William Johnson. He assisted in building the

fort at Lake George, and was at the battle of

Lake Champlain, when the fortification was

attacked by the French, and General Johnson
wounded.
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" At the commencement of the Revolution,

he was a captain in Colonel Storrs' regiment in

General Putnam's brigade of Connecticut

militia. He arrived at the American camp at

Cambridge where General Ward commanded

immediately after the affair at Lexington.
" He was among the troops ordered to throw

up a breast-work on Bunker Hill. A half-

moon fortification of facines and dirt was

erected during the night.
' Colonel Prescott was the engineer and re-

quested Dana's Orderly-Sergeant to assist in

laying out the fortification.

" When the second division of 500 troops

landed, they marched up Maiden river to gain

the rear of the American fortification. This

movement was perceived by Captain Dana and

communicated to General Putnam. By his orders

500 of the Connecticut troops were marched

down and took up their position and formed

two deep behind a fence. Captain (afterwards

Colonel) Knowlton commanded this detach-

ment.

"Dana was second in command. Putnam in

giving his orders, said to these officers,
' Do

you remember my orders at Ticonderoga ?'
'

Yes,'

was the reply.
' You told us not to fire until we

could see the whites of the enemy's eyes.'
' Well '

said Putnam,
'

I give the same orders now.'

The British advanced with muffled drums and

soft fifes and the officers and soldiers got over

the fence, south of the American lines. Cap-
tain Dana was posted in the center, towards

which the British column was advancing. The
order was ' Death to any man who fired before

Captain Dana.' When the column was eight
rods distant, Dana ordered the rear rank down
flat

;
at this word the British officer faced about

and ordered the column to deploy from the

center. At that instant Captain Dana, Lieu-

tenant Grosvenor and Orderly-Sergeant Fuller

fired and the British commanding officer (sup-

posed to be Major Pitcairn) fell mortally
wounded. The British troops broke and re-

treated, formed and advanced again which

probably occupied thirty minutes. When they
arrived at the fence againthey fired

; Lieutenant
Grosvenor was wounded in the hand and a bul-

let also passed through a rail and lodged in his

shirt, flatted and harmless ! Captain Knowl-

ton's musket barrel was broken off by a cannon

ball and a like ball struck a rail against Dana's

breast which knocked him down breathless.

He however recovered and remained until the

line was ordered off.

" When he arrived at his quarters he was

confined to his room and unable to dress or un-

dress himself for several days. The first counter-

sign given by General Washington after the

battle of Bunker Hill was 'Knowlton' and

the parole
' Dana.' In July after, an oration

was delivered by Dr. Leonard, Washington's

chaplain.

"After the oration and declaration had been

pronounced, an Aid of General Washington ad-

vanced from the headquarters bearing the Amer-

ican standard, with an order from the General,
directed to Captain Dana to receive it and carry

it three times around the front or interior circle

of the army ; furthermore, that in so doing he

must not let the colors fall, as it would be con-

sidered as ominous of the fall of America. The

Captain declined, fearful of his ability to per-

form this duty in a proper manner. The Aid

returned to headquarters with the apology, but

soon came back with General Putnam, who, in

his familiar way, clapped Captain Dana upon
the shoulder and said, 'God curse it, Dana, you
look like a white man

;
take the colors and clear

away.' The army immediately opened a pas-

sage to the right and left for his excellency,

General Washington, and the other officers.

The next day the General in his orders ex-

pressed the most flattering approbation of the

manner in which Captain Dana had performed
the ceremony of displaying the flag. Captain
Dana was six feet and one inch in height, noble

and commanding in his appearance, but modest

and retiring in his manners. He was frequently
offered promotion in the army, but uniformly

declined. The celebrated General Eaton, after-

wards so distinguished in the war with Tripoli,

was, at the age of fifteen, his waiter and secre-

tary. He was put under Captain Dana at the

request of his father. After the close of the

Revolution Dana removed to Cobleskill, where

he occupied a small log house till his death.
"
Notwithstanding his humble circumstances,

the Legislature of New York, in consequence of

his meritorious services in the Revolution, ap-
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pointed him Brigadier-General, being the first

who held that office in the County of Scho-

harie."

General Dana's log cabin stood at the bend

in the road between Barney Oilman's and Abram

Shutts' residences, on the east side of the road,

where he died on the i6th of October, 1817, at

the age of eighty-five.

His children were :

Joseph,

William,

Thomas,

Alvin,

Mrs. Anna Gairie.

Mrs. Nancy Brigham,

Mrs. Sophia Scripter,

Mrs. Elizabeth Butler,

Polly.

But few of the grand-children are living in the

vicinity.

John Redington. Soon after Dana's settle-

ment, came John Redington, a private in the

Revolution, and settled where Jared Van Wag-
oner now resides. Redington was principally

in the service around Boston, and was taken

prisoner by the British near Horse Neck and

placed in the loathsome "Sugar House," in

New York, where he remained until the close of

the war, and was forced, as thousands of others

who were incarcerated there, to endure the

greatest amount of suffering ;
but possessing an

iron constitution he lived through the whole,

and a few years after peace was proclaimed, set-

tled at this place. He was honored with a Cap-
tain's commission for his faithful services, suffer-

ings and patriotism through the war, by Gov-

ernor Lewis, and was an efficient officer.

The Captain, as he was familiarly called, was

a business man, and held several offices of trust

in the old town of Cobleskill, and in the year

1812 represented his district in the State Legis-

lature. He kept an inn for many years, but

becoming involved in a land speculation, he

was forced to part with his pioneer home, and

upon doing so built the house where Peter

Diefendorf now resides, in 181 1, and where he

died on the I2th of April, 1830, in his seventy-

fourth year. Upon the death of Washington in

1799, Dana and Redington held a funeral

service at the house of the latter, under the

order of Free Masonry, which was, perhaps, as

imposing a ceremony as was ever witnessed in

this part of the State. The two heroes were

the chief mourners, and the high appreciation

in which they held the sainted General and

President for his virtues and patriotism, dictated

a sincere observance of the country's irreparable

loss. The coffin was placed upon a bier, used

in those days to carry the dead, and a heavy

pall thrown over the whole, upon which were

strewn flowers and evergreens by the immense

throng of country-folk who assembled to assist

in the ceremonies.

While Dana and Redington undoubtedly
were the only ones that were immediately under

Washington's command that assembled here

upon the occasion, yet hundreds of the plain,

sturdy sons of the soil and workshops of old

Schoharie, whose daily lives had been vicis-

situdes of danger and privations in the cause of

Freedom, felt the loss, and united in mingling

their tears, and made the occasion solemn and

imposing.

Captain Redington was instrumental in the

building of the Reformed church at this place in

1800, and was an active and consistent mem-
ber. Whatever position he occupied, he proved
himself a practical, energetic and thorough
business man and useful citizen. His children

were as follows:

John Redington, Jr.,

Mariam, (Mrs. James Blodgett,)

Joseph A.,

Cornelia, (Mrs. Abram Shutts,)

Elizabeth S., (Mrs. Simeon Edison,)

Julia M., (Mrs. John C. Furguson,)
Laura A.

Dana and Redington lie within a few feet of

each other, in the quiet cemetery here, and but

a trifle beyondthis, a neighbor and hero of 1812.

William Elmandorf, though a plain, awkward

type of a stout yeoman, was an unflinching pa-

triot, and was the first to step forth when the

bugle of war was heard, to defend our frontiers

from the invasion of our English foes in 1812.

The late Dr. Sylvanus Palmer, a son-in-law of
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Elmandorf, left a manuscript of the Major's

life which we will here insert, and which un-

doubtedly is the only true knowledge that can be

obtained of the veteran's military career.

"This veteran of the War of 1812 is under-

stood to have been born in Sharon, Connecti-

cut, on the 22d of February, 17 . From a

blot on the last figure of the family record, the

year is unknown, but is supposed to have been

about 1769 or 1770. He worked at the car-

penter and joiner's trade with an elder brother

in NewYork, as early as his sixteenth year. With

that brother he immigrated to Lawyersville in

1795, when, excepting an early sojourn of a year

or two at Poor Town on the West Kill, and a

later one of a similar length at Huntersland, he

spent the remainder of a long life.

" Here he bought a few acres of land to which

he afterwards added a farm, being a gore left

out of, or overlooked in all previous surveys,

and therefore, still the property of the State.

After some years of delay his petition for a

grant of this gore, backed by his friend, the

late William C. Bouck, then in the Legislature,

was granted on paying incidental expenses only.

At Lawyersville he changed his occupation for

that of a wagon maker, in which he excelled all

others in workmanship. Between his trade,

farm and saw-mill his time was fully occupied

until June, 1812, when war was declared against

Great Britain, and the artillery in which he was

First Lieutenant, being ordered to drill in

Sharon, (Beekman's Corners.)
"
Captain Josias Kellogg being in command,

Lieutenant Elmandorf proposed that the whole

company should enlist. As the Captain de-

clined, Lieutenant Elmandorf, with the music

(having first enrolled his own name) marched

around the grounds, at the head of those he had

persuaded to enlist. The number increased at

each circuit, till most, or all, including Captain

Kellogg had joined him and all soon after

marched to the lines and joined the regiment
under Colonel Forsyth.

"As little is said of Lieutenant Elmandorf "s

life in camp, we pass that over until we come
to the skirmish at Ogdensburgh on the 22d of

February, 1813.
" The British forces lay at Prescott, in Can-

ada, diagonally across the St. Lawrence river.

They moved upon Ogdensburgh early in the

morning.

"At this critical juncture Captain Kellogg was

invisible. There being no time for red tape,

Lieutenant Elmandorf mustered his men and

flew to their gun which they found disabled by
one of the trunions having been knocked off

during the previous night, whether by home

treachery or British powder was never known.

The gun was soon put in order and brought to

bear upon the enemy and the aim directed by
Lieutenant Elmandorf who mounted another

gun to witness the enemy's movements. He al-

ways spoke with great satisfaction of the execu-

tion of his piece and of the regular and frequent

occasions he gave the red-coats to fill up their

depleted ranks but still they came, nobody
else making any effectual resistance. Few
seemed in the sudden panic to realize for what

they were there placed. After a number of

spirited rounds, each scattering legs, arms and

owners over the bloody ice. they suddenly saw

a larger force had crossed directly in front of

the village and now coming around in the rear

and must in five minutes more have made pris-

oners of the only defenders of Ogdensburgh,
who were brought between two now rapidly

closing columns of the foe. Further resistance

being useless, they now retreated in good order

up the right bank of the river, pursued by the

enemy including Indians. Lieutenant Elman-

dorf ran back and spiked the guns and upon

finishing his task ran in front of the enemy
whose balls were whistling from every side past

him, but providentially escaped.

"Owing to privations and hardships, Lieu-

tenant Elmandorf was taken down with the

epidemic that raged to such an extent in the

army, and he was allowed to return to his home.

" When some years after the war, an organiza-

tion of the Veterans of 1812 was effected, with

the late Gen. John S. Van Rensselaer, as com-

mander-in-chief, Lieutenant Elmandorf was

raised to the rank of Major. He lived a long

and useful life, respected as an honest man, a

kind parent, and a marked patriot. He died

the 22d of February, 1869, aged ninety-six."

Jared Goodyear. Near the resting places of

the veterans of the two wars that established and
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vindicated the best government the world has

ever known, lies another Eastern man, a descend-

ant of the pilgrim band who, at an early day,

settled here, and added one more resident to

New Boston. Jared Goodyear was from Con-

necticut, and after traveling to the western part

of the State with an ox team, and not finding a

locality that suited his mind as well as this, here-

traced his steps and located near the residence

of his grandson, Jared VanWagenen. After

years of patient, unremitting labor, he procured

means enough to purchase in 1810, the farm of

John Redington, and here reared a large, intel-

ligent and useful family, whose lives were blessed

exceedingly, but who have nearly passed away.

The most prominent of them was Charles Good-

year, who was early fitted for the Bar, and who

settled at Schoharie village in 1827, and held

a lucrative position for many years.

He was elected to.the Assembly in 1840, and

Representative in Congress in 1845, 1847, 1865,

and 1867. In February, 1848, the Governor

and Senate appointed him First Judge of the

Court of Common Pleas, which office he held

for five years. When the Schoharie County
Bank was organized (1852), he was chosen

president of the organization, and held the po-

sition to the year 1868, when he removed to

Charlotteville, Va. He was again appointed to

the Judicial bench in his new home, and was

tendered another term, but declined. He died,

lamented by a large circle of social and political

friends, on the gth of April, 1876, in the seventy-

second year of his age.

Isaac Hall Tiffany. About the year 1798,

Isaac Hall Tiffany, after finishing his legal

studies in the office of Aaron Burr, of New
York City, and his brother, George Tiffany, of

Schoharie village, settled in Cobleskill village,

and made his home at the house of Lambert

Lawyer. Mr. Tiffany was from New Hamp-
shire, and a graduate of Dartmouth College,

and was unquestionably the best scholar to be

found in Schoharie County at that time. The
residents of New Boston being Yankees, and

those of Cobleskill village, German Dutch, it

was natural for congenial spirits to settle together,

consequently Mr. Tiffany removed to this settle-

ment in 1800. Here he gained a large practice,

and was highly appreciated by the people in

general, and remained until the year 1810, or

181 1, when he removed to Esperance, which was

fast becoming the most progressive place within

the County, it being upon the Great Western

turnpike, the thoroughfare of the day. While

there, he was appointed one of the Judges of the

Court of Common Pleas, which position he held

about twenty years, but owing to his retiring

disposition, officiated but few times upon the

bench. He became deeply interested in the

breeding of fine wool sheep, which proved dis-

astrous to him, financially, although fortunate

to the farmers throughout the country, in im-

proving the grade of sheep. Esperance failing

to continue in her progressive march, through
the building of the Erie Canal, which drew

away the products of the western counties from

the turnpike, Tiffany once more removed and

established an office at Fultonville, Montgom-

ery county, where he died at the good age of

eighty, on the 25th of February, 1859. Mr.

Tiffany was tall and slim, of dark complexion,

high carriage, ever looking straight ahead, but

scrutinizing in the extreme. A perfect man in

principle, and gentlemanly in manners. A

philosophic reasoner, eloquent speaker, and

ready debater. His principles of etiquette and

tidiness caused him to appear to many eccen-

tric. He was never married, and tradition says

that a strong love existed in his heart for Theo-

dosia, the daughter of Aaron Burr, in whose

office he studied. However that was, the

strange fate of that lady made a solemn im-

pression upon the heart of Tiffany. The sister

of Tiffany married Thomas Lawyer.

Dr. Jesse Shepherd. We cannot leave this

pleasant time-honored ville, without noticing

another Yankee, who came here about the year

1800, from Plainfield, Connecticut, as he was

one of the first regular read physicians in the

town, and for many years a prominent business

man. Perhaps the County has not contained a

more skillful practitioner, until later years, than

Doctor Jesse Shepherd. His ability as a natural

scholar, was conceded, and gave him precedence

in society, while his ready flow of wit made him

a pleasing companion, and a host of friends.

Being somewhat versed in law, he was fre
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quently engaged in Justice's Courts, and gave

to the people an immense amount of amuse-

ment in his arguments. He made himself

famous throughout a broad extent of territory,

as a wit, and his expressions are still referred to

and repeated as examples of the most cutting

sarcasm. The Doctor was a zealous politician,

and was placed upon the bench of the Court of

Common Pleas, in 1804, by Governor Morgan

Lews, but how long he held the office we are

unable to say, as the records are incomplete

during Governor Morgan's term of office. He

married a sister of Henry Hamilton, and the

fruits of the union, that are now living, are

Mrs. Thomas Smith, Thomas. Sidney, Clarence,

John, Edward and George. He passed away at

the age of fifty-eight, in the year 1832, and was

buried by the Masonic Order, in the Lawyers-

ville cemetery, where his ashes still lie with those

of his early friends and neighbors.

Hon. Thomas Smith. Among the many well

educated and energetic men that settled at

Lawyersville in the early part of the present cent-

ury was Thomas Smith. He was of English

ancestry and was born in the town of Westerlo,

Albany county, on the isth of April, 1804.

After attending the district school of the neigh-

borhood and Greenville Academy, he wandered

off to Connecticut at the early age of sixteen

and engaged in teaching school, receiving his

certificate of qualification from the District

Court, attested by its seal. A few years after

we find he entered the Military Academy, at

West Point, as a Cadet. The most prominent

among the pupils at that time were Jefferson

Davis and Professor Church, the latter remaining

in the institution his life-time, as Professor of

Mathematics. Military life not being suited to

the taste of young Smith, he withdrew from the

school and removed with his parents to West-

ford, Otsego county, N. Y., from whence he

located at Lawyersville as a teacher, and em-

ployed his time not occupied by such duties, in

reading law in the office of Jedediah Miller.

After being "admitted" to all the Courts, he

married a daughter of Dr. Jesse Shepherd and

settled within the hamlet and began his active

life as a lawyer and politician, removing how-

ever, in the course of a few years to the village

of Cobleskill. The young lawyer soon entered

the political field as an ardent Whig, and be-

came the leader of the party in the County.
There being an overwhelming Democratic ma-

jority to overcome, in both town and County,
Mr. Smith could not expect success, much less

official honors. However, he applied himself to

the work, and the year 1839 found him in the

Board of Supervisors. Upon the election of

Governor Seward, the year following, he was

honored with the appointment of Surrogate,

which office he filled four years, with such credit

to himself as to gain many friends, who elicited

an anxiety for his further promotion. In 1846

he was elected to the Assembly in the interest

of the removal of the Court House site to

Cobleskill, and re-elected the year following.

He made a lively canvass in 1848 for Represent-
ative in Congress from Schoharie and Otsego, but

was defeated by a very small majority for the

district. He was also nominated by the Whigs
of Schoharie and Delaware for State Senator,

we think in 1849, but was again defeated by a

greatly reduced majority. It will be seen he

was highly honored by his party, and as a leader

was a hard worker and sagacious to gain the

positions and bring about such results in the

various canvasses in which he was engaged,
when such extreme odds were against him. " As
a lawyer," says a contemporary of Mr. Smith,

"starting with a finished education and man-

ners, well grounded in all the branches of ele-

mentary law, with a growing practice and stu-

dious application, he gained a standing at the

Schoharie County Bar second to none, and in the

argument of causes before a Court in Bane he

was equally strong among strong men."

He was a gentleman of fine appearance, un-

affected in manner, of medium height, erect and

well formed, a full developed head that early in

life was covered with snow-white hair, which

gave to him the appearance of a man much
older. He died in Albany on the 6th day of

December, 1861, and was interred in the family

plot in the Cobleskill cemetery.

Of Mr. Smith's family the most prominent is

Honorable Henry Smith.

Hon. Henry Smith was born at Lawyersville

on the 1 4th of March 1829. He early enjoyed
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the fellowship of the legal gentlemen found at

the ville and the benefits arising from the cir-

culating library, long sustained by the neigh-

borhood. Beyond such facilities to improve his

mind, the village schools and the Esperance

academy alone furnished means to prepare him

for the prominent and active life he has passed.

When but a lad he was engaged in the city of

Detroit as clerk in a hardware house but that

not being congenial to his tastes, he returned

home and applied himself to the study of law

in his father's office.

Such was his rapid progress that he was

ready for an examination nearly two years be-

fore reaching the age the law required the ap-

plicant to attain, to receive a license which

time was employed in the office and occasion-

ally trying causes in Justice courts where he

early proved himself adapted to the profession

agreeable to his genius. After Mr. Smith was

admitted he soon rose to the front rank in the

County as a pleader at the Bar, as his oratorical

powers are above the general and his ingenious

reasoning captivating. He removed to Albany
and formed a co-partnership with "Bancroft &
Moak" one of the leading legal firms of the city

and became prominent as a criminal lawyer and

has been engaged in many such cases, that have

enlisted the world's attention within the last fif-

teen years, beside other State and National

causes in which the best talent of the day was

retained.

In 1872 he was elected to the State Assembly
from Albany City and was chosen Speaker. The
session was marked as one in which partisan

spirit predominated and the cause of the people

was little heeded making the position Mr. Smith

occupied anything but pleasant and unusually
onerous. Yet through his affability and preci-

sion, he passed through the ordeal with dignity

and received high encomiums as an able officer

from the honorable body over which he presided.

Hon. Joseph H. Ramsey was a student of

Miller's, whose indefatigable energy displayed in

the building of the Susquehann a Railroad gave
to him renown, as a legislator and persevering
worker.

Mr. Ramsey was very successful in his legal

business at this place and formed a co-partner-

ship with his tutor, Jedediah Miller, afterwards

with Joshua M. Donaldson and still later with his

student the late William H. Young. In 1855 he

represented the County in the Legislature, and

in 1856 and 1857, was State Senator from this

District. He removed to Albany and represented
the i-jth District in the Senate in 1860, 1861,
1862 and 1863, and occupied the position of

President of the Susquehanna Railroad Com-

pany for several years. Mr. Ramsey is still liv-

ing at Albany, and is deeply interested in the

proposed
" West Shore Railroad" of which com-

pany he has been President. Also long and

closely connected with Mr. Ramsey at this

place was William H. Young.
William H. Young was a son of Jacob Young

now of Carlisle, and was born in Cobleskill.

Being unfortunate in the use of one of his limbs,

under great disadvantages he fitted himself for

the legal profession, which he entered in the

office of Mr. Ramsey, with whom as before

stated he formed a co-partnership.
"
Billy" as he was familiarly called possessed

a quick, perceptive mind, and also a large heart,

that won for him a host of warm friends, and

added much to the firm's success. For several

years the court's calendar noticed but few cases

in which the firm was not employed. Mr.

Young was elected District Attorney in 1862,

and was re-elected in 1865, which was the only

office with which he was honored, as his sudden

and untimely death debarred his friends from

conferring upon him the election of Senator, as

anticipated. Soon after the removal of Mr.

Ramsey to Albany, Mr. Young removed to

Cobleskill village where he identified himself

with the progression of the village and its busi-

ness interest, in behalf of which his generous

labors and purse were not withheld. On the

25th of August, 1874, in the bloom of his man-

hood and legal success, he suddenly passed

away, at the age of forty five, deeply lamented

by the community and the legal fraternity. It

was said of him by the local press
"
in the pub-

lic walks of life, whether in an official or pro-

fessional transaction or character, his position

was openly, squarely and manfully taken and

maintained, for he cordially spurned every sem-

blance of unworthy compromise, and abhorred

a spirit of truckling policy in barter for princi-
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pies he deemed right, for the mere purposes of a

temporary advantage.

Shutts Family. In 1805, Abram Shutts

moved from Columbia county, New York, and

settled upon the farm now occupied by his son,

Abram, and reared four sons John C., Henry,

Abram, and William, each of whom followed

agricultural pursuits, with the exception of

Henry, who engaged in mercantile business at

Lawyersville with the late Charles Courier, as

before stated, and at Sharon Hill, with Abram

A. Kneiskern of Carlisle, in 1839. He was

endowed with a literary mind, and is one of the

leading miscellany writers of the day. The

productions of his pen have been voluminous,

and published by many of the leading periodi-

cals of high standing, instead of book form,

with the exception of a pamphlet of forty-two

pages the first and second edition of which

appeared in 1857 and 1859, entitled "Tobac-

co, a satire by a Non-Sucker," excusing the

the latter assumed incognito thus :

We call the subjects of the Realm of Rum
" Suckers

"
are not those of Tobaccodom

As much so ? Does not each respective tribe

Alike in its peculiar way
" imbibe ?

"

The laconic preface exhibits the author's

generosity of ideas, as he says :

" This work the author here inscribes in brief,

To all who love and all who loathe the Leaf."

Mr. Shutts' writings are marked, as fluently

written, precision, weight of thought and honest

aim and expression. He married Mary Ann

H. Dodd, of Hartford, Conn., in 1855, and the

union proved to be congenial to both, as she

was of rare literary taste and ability. Of her,

Caroline May, in her " Female Poets," says :

"
Mary Ann Hanmer Dodd was born at

Hartford, Conn., in 1813, and educated alter-

nately at Weathersfield, and in her native town.

Her productions first appeared in the Heme-

thenean, a magazine conducted by the students

of Washington College, Hartford. Since that

time she has been a frequent contributor to the

Ladies Repository and the Rose of Sharon, an

annual edited by the late Mrs. Mayo. She

possesses a poetical sensibility and the power
of deducing moral lessons from the changes of

life."

R. W. Griswold, in his "Female Poets of

America," makes mention of several of Mrs.

Shutts' productions
" as of rare excellence," as

" The Mourner,"
" The Dreamer," and "Burns."

The writer's attention was particularly at-

tracted by
"
Charity,"

"
Brighter Hours," and

" In Life's Young Morn," from her work pub-

lished in 1844, as efforts of literary excellence.

Mrs. Shutts was a lady of culture, modest and

unassuming, and drew around her a large circle

of friends, particularly those of literary taste.

She died near Albany City on the i8th of

January, 1878, at the age of sixty-four.

But few places of even greater size can pro-

duce a better record than this little ville. It

has seemed to be the scholar's home, where

logic has shed its classic rays on unpretending

worth, and produced men that were a host

within themselves. While we of another school

from them, under the light of brilliant literary

advantages, take pride in boasting of our supe-

riority in exigent times, yet when we calmly

look back upon such men as have graced the

legal profession from this place, we cannot but

acknowledge their superiority, and when we

look upon their legislative career we cannot but

admire their candor and integrity. Their op-

portunities to become corrupt were as good as

to-day, but they did not give way to the tempta-

tions ; they based their acts upon honor as men,

and when they were laid down in their narrow

homes, that honor remained, unstained, irre-

proachable.

We cannot leave this quiet cemetery, in all

its rusticity, without a thrill of veneration for

the illustrious that lie here so silently, and

have left such lasting and honorable impressions

of their
" once having been." Here the war-

rior, statesman, philosopher, and peasant lie

side by side, noble by acts in life generous by

example, in death. Wave after wave of earth's

changing scenes may obliterate much that man

has built and fostered, yet well spent and useful

lives like theirs, remain and shine with brighter

luster as the foaming spray of less honorable

ones, dash against their worthy records.

The house so long occupied by General Law-

yer, was built in 1810, bySeth B. Wakeman, the

father of the present owner and occupant.
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Mr. Wakeman came from Connecticut about

the year 1796, as a carpenter and joiner. His

first work within the County, was in the build-

ing of Judge Beekman's palatial residence. In

1802, while at work upon that building, Lam-

bert Lawyer was burned out, and called upon
Mr. Wakeman to build the present Courier

mansion.

In 1808 he built that of Lawrence Lawyer,

and in 1810 and i8n,the General Lawyer and

John Redington houses. He was one of the

most methodical men found in the country, and

none was respected more. He kept a diary from

his boyhood, and to it we have been indebted

for many dates and transactions, that could not

have been obtained with accuracy without it.

His children, Horace, Alonzo and Horatio, were

tutored in conformity with his ideas of duty and

order, and are the brightest examples of manly

integrity and systematic business men.

A public library was sustained at this little

hamlet at a very early day, and we believe it was

the only one in the County. The school found

here was in a prosperous condition, with a well

educated teacher as early as 1800
;
and in look-

ing over the sketches of the lives of the settlers,

which we have not intended to overdraw, we

can imagine Lawyersville to have been a "
green

spot," in a new country. To say that the set-

tlers were free from taint that their characters

as Moralists and Pietists, were without blemish,

would be exaggeration. But in knowing
"
to

err is human," and that they were men of action

brain action and were useful in propagating

sound, intellectual, political and social princi-

ples, we can well afford to draw the folds of the

curtain of Charity over their faults, and look

with respect and pride upon the bright pages

their lives have written.

The Reformed Church standing here, was

founded in New Rhinebeck, in 1 788. Upon the

records we find in German :

" In the year of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ, 1788, was by the Grace of God here at

Durlach and Rhinebeck, founded a High Ger-

man Reformed Church by the Reverend F. C.

L. Droffel (BroefHe), of Schoharie. The fol-

lowing officers were ordained :

Peter Young,

Philip Karker,

Abram Mereness,

Martinus Vrooman,
Conrad Kker,

William Heintz, (Hynds,)

Johannes Engle,

Hendrick Adams."

The settlers of Rhinebeck, belonging to this

society, worshipped in the present Rhinebeck

church, with the Lutherans, until an edifice was

built at this place in 1800, which stood a few

yards to the south. The Society intended to

build upon the present Winne farm, which was

given by Johannes Lawyer for that purpose, but

as the citizens of Dorlach built the present Re-

formed church in 1795, and quite a settlement

was anticipated here, the Rhinebeck branch de-

cided to build as they did, and formed a legal

organization in 1797, as required by law.

The sacrament of the Lord's Supper was first

administered to this branch on the 2ist of

August, 1796. The first settled minister of

the united congregation of Dorlach and Rhine-

beck was Rev. Christian Bork, of the city of

Berlin, and was ordained in Albany on the 2d

of March, 1796. Those that have followed are

as follows:

M. Gasple,

Isaac Labagh, (1805,)

Nicholas Jones,

Isaac Labagh, (recalled in 1821,)

B. Bassler,

William Lockhead,

Cyriel Spaulding,

E. S. Hammond,
D. B. Hall,

H. A. Raymond,

J. H. Van Wort,

J. Markle,

G. A. Reis,

William P. Davis, present pastor.

Upon the record in the clerk's office, at Scho-

harie, we found the following :

"Whereas by virtue of an act entitled 'An

Act making such alterations in the Act for In-

corporating Religious Societies' as to render

the same more Convenient to the Reformed
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Protestant Dutch Congregation passed 7th

March, 1788.

"We, the subscribers, Christian Bork, Minister,

Johannes Young, Joshua Cook, Salah Jackson,

John M. Brown, Elders, and William Brown, Jo-

hannes Kerger, Sylvanus Parkinson, Deacons, of

the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church or Con-

gregation,
formed and established at Rhinebeck,

in the county of Schoharie, having assembled

together at Rhinebeck in th county aforesaid

on this zoth day of April, in the year of our

Lord One Thousand Seven hundred and nine-

ty-Seven, by virtue of said act, do by these pres-

ence Certify that the trustees of the said church

or Congregation, and their Successors in office,

forever as a body corporate, shall be called, dis-

tinguished,
and known by the Name, Style and

Title of the Minister, Elders and Deacons of

the Dutch Reformed Church of Rhinebeck,

in the county of Schoharie. IN WITNESS where-

of we the said Minister, Elders and Deacons

have hereunto set our hands and seals this

day and year last above written.

Signed Sealed and Deliv-

ered in the presence of

NICHOLAS KERGER,

PETER BORK,
CHRISTIAN BORK,

Minister.

JOHANNES YOUNG,

JOSHUA COOK,

SALAH JACKSON,

J. M. BROWN,
Elders.

WILLIAM BROWN,

JOHANNES KERGER,

SYLVANUS PARKINSON,
Deacons.

Lutheran Church. The Lutheran church at

this place, as well as the one at Gardnersville,

is a monument of the labors of Rev. Philip

Wieting. During his pastorate of many long

years in the old Rhinebeck church, many of his

flock lived in this neighborhood, and upon

abandoning the old church and building the one

at Gardnersville, the distance compelled the

charge to divide, and erect a house of worship

herein 1849. Both churches were supplied by

the same pastor during the life of Mr. Wieting,

but for the last eleven years the Rev. Marcus

Kling has officiated in connection with Little

York.

Mr. Kling is at present the veteran Lutheran

minister of this section, having preached for the

term of thirty-three years. He was born in the

town of Sharon, on the 6th day of January, 1820.

He entered theHartwick Seminary in 1842 and

received his license to preach the Gospel in July,

1848. His first charge was Argusville, Little

York and Centre Valley, and he held the same

without interruption for eighteen years and nine

months. These churches, upon the commence-

ment of Mr. Kling's pastoral duties, were strug-

gling weakly, but through his earnest labors

they became strong and active, and are firm

monuments of his work under the help of Prov-

idence. The Lutheran church of Johnstown,

Fulton county, gave him a call to which he re-

sponded in July, 1867, and remained two years

and eight months, when, there being a vacancy

at Lawyersville and Little York, he returned to

a portion of his early field of labor. Eleven

years he has successfully officiated in the latter

two churches, making as before mentioned thir-

ty-three years of ministry. But few pastors

draw around them more confiding flocks than

Mr. Kling. His earnest sermons, persevering

labor, and watchful care over the spiritual inter-

ests of his charge, awakened a confidence that

but few are fortunate to gain.

During the interval from Rev. Wieting's res-

ignation, (1868) to the commencement of Mr.

Kling's pastorate, this pulpit was supplied by

Rev. P. H. Turner, in 1869, Chauncey Diefen-

dorf and N. Daniels.

Early Merchants. The first general store of

merchandise at Lawyersville was kept by George

W. Porter, a native of Vermont, and soon after

Sprague & Dana, of Esperance, followed. Peter

Osterhout, of Schoharie, Goodyear & Frisbee,

Courier & Shutts, Herrick & Redington, George

Goodyear, Abram Osterhout, Gilbert Kneiskern,

and J. Van Wagenen, successively followed.

At times there were two and three stores, each

doing a lively business, while the present Cobles-

kill village was dormant, or inactive.

Undoubtedly the first practical physician in
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the town of Cobleskill was Jabez Kromer, of

Pennsylvania, who came in 1793, and estab-

lished a practice but did not obtain a license for

several years after. Others of a school of quacks,

from time to time had stopped for a while to

attend to the ills of the settlers, by "talking"

the disease away, the patient swallowing

charmed minerals or drinking gallons of syrups

made from the medicinal roots and herbs with

which the forests abounded the latter being

the only practical method and undoubtedly one

they as little understood.

Dr. Shepherd, as we have already noticed

followed Dr. Kromer about the year 1798 or

'799-

Dr. Patrick Gannon removed from Columbia

county in 1815, in company with his father-in-

law William Huddleston who was assassinated

in 1818, while performing his official duties and

whose remains lie in the cemetery at Law-

yersville. Dr. Gannon settled upon the farm

now owned and occupied by ex-Judge William

C. Lament and practiced until the year 1830,

when he removed to Albany City where he died

in February, 1851, at the age of seventy-five.

Contemporary with Dr. Gannon's first years
of practice was Dr. Cornell who practiced till

the year 1830 when he settled in the Western

States. Dr. Cornell occupied a small yellow

house, still standing nearly opposite of Harder's

machine shops and commanded an extensive

practice.

Dr. Daniel H. Kibbe immediately after fin-

ishing his studies with Dr. Greene of Esper-

ance, settled at Lawyersville and enjoyed the

confidence of a large section of the country, but

his health became too much impaired by falling

from a horse, to allow him to endure the expos-
ures his profession required him to meet. The
Doctor married a daughter of General Thomas

Lawyer. He died after a lingering illness on

the 8th of January, 1850.

Dr. Rowley, of Warnerville, (at the same

time Kibbe practiced) also claimed a lucrative

patronage, as did Dr. Lorin Thompson who
was a resident of the village. Mr. Thompson
was a student of Dr. Delos White, of Cherry

Valley and removed from Carlisle in 1835, and

remained here until his death which occurred

in 1846. Dr. John H. Benham was a co-part-
ner with Dr. Thompson a short time. He re-

moved to the city of Hudson in 1847, where

he still resides. The vacancy made by the

death of Dr. Thompson was immediately filled

by Dr. John J. Flint, a student of White andgrad-
uate of the Albany Medical College. After a

practice of six years Dr. Flint removed to Fort

Edward leaving his fellow student at college,
David Frasier, alone in the field. Dr. Frasier,

at present practicing physician of the Allopathic

school, was born in the town of Richmondville

(then Cobleskill) November 23, 1819. He en-

tered the office of Dr. C. VanDyck in 1844, and

that of Swart & Crounse in 1845.

He graduated at Albany in 1847, and settled

at this place, where he still holds a lucrative

practice. Beside his professional duties he has

been called upon at various times to perform
official duties, to which his constituents have

given him encomiums of credit, such as only
careful and earnest offices receive. He repre-

sented the town ir. the Board of Supervisors in

the years 1867, 1868 and 1869.

Michael G. Delany, a nephew and student of

Dr. Gannon, settled at Lawyersville, but did

not practice medicine. He entered the United

States Navy in 1830, and remained in service

for many years. He removed to and died in

Geneva.

Augustus Lawyer, son of General Thomas

Lawyer, studied in the office of Dr. Henry
Greene, of Esperance, and entered the United

States Navy in 1838. He circumnavigated the

globe in the "
Brandywine," under Commodore

Parker. During the Mexican war, under Com-
modores Conner and Perry, he acted as sur-

geon, and was in several engagements, and

received creditable commendations for his skill

in surgery.

Lemuel Cross, contemporary with Dr. David

Frasier, from 1861, was born in the town of

Sharon, and for several years was a successful

school teacher. He entered the office of Dr.

Leonard Hawkins, of Newport, and after that,

of Dr. Amenzo White, of Cherry Valley, for the

study of medicine, and graduated in 1856 from

the Albany Medical College. He practiced a

portion of the year following at Canajoharie,
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and then became connected with Dr. Gleason

as an assistant in surgery, with whom he trav-

eled two years. In 1861, he located at Cobles-

kill village. In the beginning of the war he

was appointed by Governor Morgan examining

surgeon for the draft, and in 1879 to the same

position by the United States Commissioner of

Pensions, for the counties of Schoharie, Otsego
and Delaware.

Dr. Valentine Cornell removed from Rich-

mondville in 1874, and settled here as an Allo-

pathist, but being a victim to consumption, he

died in March, 1877.

Dr. Ezra Lawyer was born in Carlisle, in

August, 1826, and studied in the office of Dr.

Isaac Mayham, of that town. He graduated
in November, 1854, at the Castleton Medical

College, and settled in Broome county, N. Y.,

and removed to Cobleskill in 1874. In con-

nection with his practice, he engaged in drugs
and medicines in 1876, and discontinued the

same in 1880, to give more attention to

practice, in which he is successful.

Dr. Charles K. Frasier, son of Dr. David

Frasier, studied in the office of the late Dr. J.

H. Armsley, of Albany, and graduated at the

Albany Medical College in 1874. He immedi-

ately settled here, and is flattered by a lucrative

practice.

Dr. C. Durant Welsh, of the Homeopathic
school, settled in the village in 1880, and Dr.

Allen, of the Eclectic school, at Lawyersville,
and was followed by Dr. W. Tyler Miller, an

Allopathist, the same year.

As has already been stated, Isaac Hall Tiffany
was the first professional lawyer in the town, and
was followed by General Thomas Lawyer, Jede-
diah Miller, Thomas Smith, Demosthenes

Lawyer, Joshua M. Donaldson, Henry Smith,
Joseph H. Ramsey, Josiah L. Hawes, Jeremiah
Fox, and William H. Young, as principals, and
those that now reside here, a sketch of whom
may be found in Chapter VI. Of those we
have here particularly mentioned, all, with the

exception of Smith, Ramsey and Hawes, have

passed to the Bar of the Eternal court. While
the three stand as links to bind the past with
the present, and the old school with the new,
they well represent the qualities that their tutors

possessed, such as energy, studious application

to professional duties, and professional integrity.

The legal critic would be at a loss to find bet-

ter talent, in a country town, than those men

possessed that have passed away. They were a

host within themselves, upon whom the Bar of

to-day can look back and find worthy examples
to follow in the practice of their duties as ad-

vocates of honor and justice. Their struggles

under adverse circumstances in preparing them-

selves for the important duties they so success-

fully performed, are also worthy examples for

the youth of our country similarly situated, to

follow, in the intricate and discouraging labors

against poverty's pressing burdens.

The first regular manufactory of the town,
outside of flour and lumber by the numerous
small mills that were early built, of which we
have any knowledge, was a hattery by one

Miller, established about the year 1810.

Joseph Betts was a journeyman in the factory,

and upon his settling above Lawyersville, and

launching out in a business manner, Miller's

works at this place were abandoned. S. Tap-
ping revived the works a few years after, but did

not continue them long. Benjamin Barton set-

tled upon the farm now occupied by Martin and
Chester Berner, sometime previous to 1820, and
manufactured the well-known "Barton Grain

Cradle," an implement of his own invention,
and said to surpass all others. He manufac-
tured it up to the year 1825, when he removed.

The cradle is made at the present time, only

by Christian Bouck, of Mineral Springs, and is

still known as the "
Barton."

Besides the grist-mills already mentioned,
one was built immediately after the Revolution,

by David Bouck, a short distance to the east of

South Grand street bridge, and was succeeded
in 1830, by the present mill owned by Milton

Borst. Alexander Boyd, of Middleburgh, built

the structure, and brought the present
"
flour run"

from his mill at that place. The property was
owned at one time by George Goodyear, and
was for a long time called the "

Goodyear mill."

Mr. Borst, the present proprietor, was for many
years the owner of the "

Scribner mill," of Mid-

dleburgh, previous to his removal here.

The first agricultural manufactory in the town



TOWN OF COBLESKILL. 425

of which any knowledge can be gleaned, was

carried on by Jacob Shafer upon the farm

now occupied by
" Boss" Hilts. He manufac-

tured a two-handled plow, which was considered

by most people a humbug. They have been des-

cribed to us as long, awkward implements, yet

they did good service for those who could be in-

duced to use them. Shafer spent quite a prop-

erty in the project, and persisting in the busi-

ness he was called
"
crazy Jake," by which name

he was known to the day of his death. Soon

after, a firm bearing the name of "Bouck &
Butler" made a specialty of straw cutters,

worked by a lever. An occasional one may be

found in the County at the present time after a

usage of over forty years.

Empire Agricultttral Works. The next estab-

lishment of any note was the
"
Empire Agri-

cultural Works." Reuben and Minard Harder

purchased the foundry and small agricultural

works of David Anthony, erected by the latter

gentleman about the year 1850. Before we go

farther we cannot in justice to genius, pass by

Mr. Anthony, without giving notice of his supe-

rior qualities as a mechanic. He was a native

of Sharon, and before locating at this village was

engaged in a foundry at Moak's Hollow [1847]

where he struggled with his genius in a small

way and laid plans for an extensive business at

this place. At Cobleskill he manufactured, in

connection with the foundry, horse-powers and

other implements of his own invention, but was

in such circumstances as not to engage largely

therein. He was looked upon by prominent
mechanics throughout the country as a superior-

Messrs. Harder purchased Mr. Anthony's inter-

est in May, 1859, and at once enlarged the

buildings and increased the facilities to manu-

facture agricultural implements, making horse-

powers and threshers a specialty. In April,

1870, Reuben's interest was purchased by Mi-

nard, under whose management the establish-

ment has been and is still conducted. While

other firms in like business have and are manu-

facturing a greater variety of machines, this

firm have confined themselves largely to railway

horse-powers and threshers of their own, and

Mr. Anthony's inventions and patents, and none

other, claiming superiority over others in the

saving of power, ease of draught, durability and

saving of grain.

At the time these machines were first manu-

factured they were almost entirely unknown
outside of the County, cut now they are in use

throughout the United States and portions of

Europe. The " Fearless" as these machines are

called were awarded a medal and diploma of

merit at the " World's Fair" in 1876, as by re-

port, which says
" For special features in the

tread-power, to secure light running and mini-

mum friction. Also for the ingenious form of

straw shakers, which ensure the proper agitation

to separate the grain from the straw." Two

gold medals were also awarded to the Harder's

by the New York State Agricultural Society,

and like emblems of merit received from other

sources too numerous to mention.

The establishment is an honor to the County
and we feel justly proud of the genius that in-

vented these machines, together with those that

have worked them up to world renown, in a sys-

tematic and energetic business way. They are

neither of foreign birth but germs that sprang

from the farm and the rude district schools of

our own County.

In 1872, John H. Overpaugh and Charles

Courier purchased the sash and blind factory of

Alexander and William H. McHensh & Co.,

who had been engaged in the business a few

years, being the first firm making a specialty of

those articles in the town. Improved machinery

was procured to facilitate manufacture, and

heavy purchases of lumber for building purposes

made, to which has been added from year to

year, as increased demand has required, all the

necessary machinery and stock for a first-class

factory and lumber yard. The firm received a

check in business affairs through a conflagra-

tion in 1877, that burnt the building and de-

stroyed the machinery, entailing a loss of sev-

eral thousand dollars. The buildings are com-

modious and the machinery first-class, consisting

of various saws, powerful planers and jointers

driven by a forty-horse power engine.

A co-partnership was formed between John

VanVoris and H. Harder, of Eminence, in No-

vember, 1880, for the production of nagging,

curb and mantle stones, from the quarries of
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Fulton, which bids fair to become an extensive

business.

Peter Peek, son of John Peek, of Gallupville,

commenced the manufacture of carriages exten-

sively in 1870, and was succeeded by James

Kennedy the year following. In 1872 John

Peek took possession of -the buildings near the

fair-grounds and manufactured alone until 1873,

when Thompson Perrine became connected,

who is now the sole proprietor.
These firms

have made a specialty of light buggies, carriages

and cutters, and during their existence have

made them by the hundred. Beside supplying

the increasing home demand, large shipments

have been made yearly to distant parts, and

their superior workmanship and style of finish

make an increased demand, that can but require

an extension of facilities.

William H. and N. B. Davis, of Quaker Street,

N. Y., came to the village in April, 1880, and

engaged in the manufacture of boots and shoes.

They employ from ten to fifteen workmen, and

make a specialty of kid and calf goods, that find

a ready market.

Cobleskill Lodge, No. 394, A. F. and A. M.,

was organized at Summit and removed to Rich-

mondville, and soon after it was wafted to

Cobleskill. It was chartered on the 24th of

June, 1856, and the name changed, as at present,

in June, 1862.

The first officers of the organization were:

Isaac Mann, W. M.

Seymour Boughton, Sr., S. W.

Edward Kinnicutt, J. W.

It numbers at the present time about one

hundred and seventy-five members and is in a

flourishing condition.

The present officers are:

S. J. Thatcher, W. M.

John M. Dean, S. W.

William Farqher, J. W.

Jeremiah Borst, Treas.

Clarence Fox, Sec.

Henry Bellenger, S. D.

Irving E. Ottman, J. D.

Rescue Lodge, No. 209, L O. G. T. oj Cobles-

kill WAS, organized on the 23d of March, 1880.

The charter officers of the society were :

R. T. Lafevre, W. C. T.

Ida Fuller, W. V. T.

Reuben Harder, W. C.

L. L. Griggs, W. S.

Mrs. Wm. H. Weeks, W. A. S.

Elmer France, W. F. S.

Elnora J. Beare, W. T.

John Mack, Jr., W. M.

Mrs. W. C. Shafer, W. D. M.

Anna Hyser, W. E. G.

Charles France, W. O. G.

Maggie E. Kling, W. R. H. S.

Libbie Overpaugh, W. L. H. S.

Jerome Niles, P. W. C. T.

The order numbers one hundred and eight

members, and has one of the finest rooms of

any society in the County, which are also occu-

pied by the

Anchor Temple, No. 44, of Juvenile Templars.

The following are the chartered officers :

Rev. J. S. Bridgford, C. T.

Mary Hurst, V. T.

A. J. Niles, R. S.

Jay Cady, P. C. T.

Edward Borst, T. S.

Rose Hallenbeck, T.

Chartered January 13, 1881.

Post Snyder G. A. R. This Post was formed

in 1868, and named in honor of Lieutenant

George W. Snyder, of Sumter memory. The

object of the order, as copied from the " order

card
"

is :

1. To preserve and strengthen those kind and

fraternal feelings which bind together the sol-

diers, sailors and marines, who united to sup-

press the late Rebellion, and to perpetuate the

memory and history of the dead.

2. To assist such former comrades in arms as

need help and protection ;
and to extend need-

ful aid to the widows and orphans of those who

have fallen.

3. To maintain true allegiance to the U. S.

pf America, based upon paramount respect for,

and fidelity to the National constitution and laws
;

discountenance whatever tends to weaken loyalty,

invites insurrection, treason, or rebellion, or in

any manner impairs the efficiency and perma-
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nency of our free institutions ;
and to encourage

the spread of universal liberty, equal rights and

justice to all men.

"The Grand Army of the Republic is an or-

ganization purely patriotic, social and charita-

ble."

The charter officers of this lodge were :

C. K. Foote, Com.

Charles Hamilton, S. V.

M. D. Lewis. Jr., V. C.

Eugene Coffin, O. D.

J. M. Esmy, Q. M.

John S. Collett, Adj.

Peter E. Borst, O. G.

Walter Dingman, Chaplain.

The First National Bank of Coblcskill was

organized February 8, 1864, with a capital

of sixty thousand dollars, under the following

Board of Directors :

C. Courier,

C. H. Shaver,

Alonzo Wakeman,

Jonathan R. Herrick,

Minard Harder,

Stanton Courier.

Charles Courier, President.

Stanton Courier, Cashier.

The capital has been increased to one hun-

dred ihousand dollars.

The present Board of Directors are :

J. R. Herrick,

C. H. Shaver,

Alonzo Wakeman,
Abraham Sternbergh,

James Becker.

The officers of 1882 are:

J. R. Herrick, President.

D. C. Dow, Cashier.

Archibald Kilmer, Teller.

The village of Cobleskill was incorporated by
Legislative act passed April 3, 1868, with the

following officers as Trustees:

Charles Courter,

William B. Calkins,

David Frasier,

Charles H. Shaver,

William H. Young,

Henry Smith.

A meeting was held on the i?th of April, of

lhal year, when ihe following were elecled offi-

cers:

Charles Courter, President.

S. J. Thalcher, Clerk.

J. S. Pinder. Police Justice.

William Shafer, Treasurer.

David Lawyer, Collector.

James F. Blodgelt, Street Commissioner.

John A. Segar, Police.

Anson R. Bell, Police.

Alonzo Douglass, Police.

The town of Cobleskill was formed at the

same time as the County, but the limits were

not denned until 1801. The first town meeting
was held in May, 1 795, when the ballots were

deposited in a hat for ihe following officers :

Supervisor :

John Shaver.

Clerk :

Jacob I. Cuyler.

Assessors :

David Zea, David Schuyler, John Reding-

ton, Mathew Young, Henry Shafer.

Commissioners ofHighways :

George Wrighl, George Warner, Ephraim

Young.
Overseers of the Poor :

Chrislian Brown, Peter Shafer.

Collectors :

William Brown, Jacob Bouck.

Commissioners of Schools :

John Punk, Sylvester Nash, David Schuy-
ler.

SUPERVISORS.

The following is a list of the supervisors, with

the date of their elections :

'797 Jonn H. Shaver.

1798 John H. Shaver.

'799 Jhn H. Shaver.

1800 William Ferris.

1801 William Ferris.

1802 Henry Shafer.

1803 Henry Shafer.

1804 Henry Shafer.

1805 Henry Shafer.

1806 Henry Shafer.

1807 Henry Shafer.
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1808 Henry Shafer.

1809 Henry Shafer.

1810 Henry Shafer.

1811 Henry Shafer.

1812 George Mann.

1813 George Mann.

1814 Henry Shafer.

1815 Peter W. Snyder.

r 8i6 Philip Van Sternbergh.

jSi; Philip Van Sternbergh.

,818 Philip Van Sternbergh.

1819 Philip Van Sternbergh.

1820 Henry Shafer.

1821 Jonas Westover, Jr.

1822 Jonas Westover, Jr.

1823 Abram L. Lawyer.

1824 Abram L. Lawyer.

1825 Abram L. Lawyer.

1826 John P. Bellinger.

1827 John P. Bellinger.

1828 John P. Bellinger.

1829 Abram L. Lawyer.

1830 Henry Shafer.

1831 Henry Shafer.

1832 John P. Bellinger.

1833 John P. Bellinger.

1834 Thomas Lawyer.

1835 Peter W. Snyder.

1836 Peter W. Snyder.

1837 John H. Mumford.

1838 John H. Mumford.

1839 Thomas Smith.

1840 Thomas Smith.

1841 Charles Courier.

1842 Charles Courier.

1843 Jacob Russell.

1844 John Westover.

1845 John Westover.

1846 David W. Lawyer.

1847 Philip Mann.

1848 Philip Mann.

1849 John Brown.

1850 John Brown.

1851 Daniel Kilmer.

1852 Abram A. Oslerhout.

1853 Abram A. Oslerhoul.

1854 Daniel Shafer.

1855 Daniel Shafer.

1856 H. L. Russell.

1857 Charles H. Shaver.

1858 Marcus Sternbergh.

1859 Tennis Slingerland.

1860 Asaph Roberls.

1 86 1 Harmon Becker.

1862 Harmon Becker.

1863 John Brown.

1864 John Herron.

1865 Daniel Shafer.

1866 Daniel Shafer.

1867 David Frasier.

1868 David Frasier.

1869 David Frasier.

1870 Theodore Owen.

1871 Charles Ryder.

1872 Charles Ryder.

1873 David B. Lawyer.

1874 John J. Dickinson.

1875 John J. Dickinson.

1876 Peter Lawyer.

1877 Peler Lawyer.*

1878 David B. Lawyer. f

1879 Peler Tingue.

1880 William Shafer.

1 88 1 William Shafer.

1882 William Shafer.

In 1846 when the County Court House was

burned, the inhabitants of Cobleskill took active

measures to remove the sile lo the village of Cob-

leskill, and elected Hon. Thomas Smith to the

Legislature to engineer a bill through the House

to lhal effect He was unsuccessful and the

new building was placed on the old site. Upon
the burning of the building in 1870, renewed

efforts were made to accomplish ihe removal.

The grounds upon which the Hotel Augustan

stands, were then strewn with the debris of Ihe

conflagralion of that year and the citizens of

ihe village agreed lo donate that as a site and

also erect a court house at their own expense,

without incurring any upon the County. The

provisions of the statutes were such as to make
a removal, yet the citizens of Schoharie village

to ensure the buildings being placed there made
a like offer of building wilhoul cost lo the

Counly and Ihe Board of Supervisors voted to

accept their proposals. Being thus foiled two

times in an attempt to make Cobleskill the

* Deceased. f Elected at special election.
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county-seat, differences arose in the Board of

Supervisors and the citizens of the several towns

in the year 1881, on the equalization of towns,

in which Schoharie and Rsperance were the

aggrieved parties. Another effort was made in

that year to remove the site to Cobleskill and

Middltburgh. A preamble and resolution was

read before the board by William Shafer, the

Supervisor of Cobleskill, which was as follows :

WHEREAS, In the opinion and judgment of

the Supervisors of the several towns composing

the County of Schoharie, hereby expressed at

the annual meeting and session of the " Board of

Supervisors of Schoharie County," for the year

1881, that the public convenience, and best in-

terests of a large majority of the citizens, and

particularly of taxpayers of said County, and of

the various towns of said County, will be best

promoted and secured by a change of the pres-

ent site and location of the County Court

House, County Judge and Surrogate's Office,

County Clerk's Office, and of the Common Jail

of said County, from the village and town of

Schoharie, elsewhere, therefore,

Resolved, That under the provisions, and in

the proper exercise of the power conferred and

vested in Boards of Supervisors by the provis-

ions of Sections one, two and five, of Chapter

482, of the Laws of 1875, entitled "An act to

confer on Boards of Supervisors further power
of local legislation and administration, and to

regulate the compensation of Supervisors, passed

June 5th, 1875, the present site and location of

the County buildings of the County of Scho-

harie, being the County Court House, County

Judge and Surrogate's Office, County Clerk's

Office, and the Common Jail of Schoharie

County is hereby removed from the village and

town of Schoharie, in the County of Schoharie.

Resolved, That the village of Middleburgh,
in the town of Middleburgh, and the village of

Cobleskill, in the town of Cobleskill, in said

County of Schoharie, be, and the same are here-

by fixed, designated, and established as half-

shire towns in said County of Schoharie, for the

location and site of the County buildings of the

County of Schoharie, being a County Court

House, a County Judge and Surrogate's Office,

County Clerk's Office, and a Common Jail for

the use of the County of Schoharie.

Resolved., That the present County buildings,

known as the County Court House, in which is

located and fixed the office of County Judge
and Surrogate, and the office of the County
Clerk, together with the Common Jail of Scho-

harie County, with all the material composing
the same, and all the fixtures, furniture and

property therein belonging to said County, may
be taken and removed from the village and

town of Schoharie, into the village and town of

Middleburgh, there to be re-erected and re-

constructed into such buildings, and used there-

in for the use of the County of Schoharie, but

without charge, cost or expense to said County
of Schoharie, or any of the towns of said

County, or of the tax-payers therein, except
such sums as shall be voluntarily contributed

therefor.

Resolved, That the citizens of the village and

town of Cobleskill, Schoharie County, are here-

by authorized and empowered to erect and con-

struct suitable and proper buildings to be used

and appropriated to the free use of the County
of Schoharie as a County Court House, a County

Judge and Surrogate's Office, a County Clerk's

Office, and a Common Jail for the County of

Schoharie, upon the express condition that the

same shall be without cost, charge or expense
to said County, or of any of the towns of said

County, or of the tax-payers of said town or

county, except such sums as shall be volun-

tarily contributed by them therefor.

Resolved, That for the purpose of carrying

into effect the object and intention of the fore-

going resolution, William Shafer, of Cobleskill,

Hadley Snyder, of Middleburgh, Henry C. Lyker,

of Sharon, Marcus Zeh, of Fulton, and Moses

S. Wilcox, of Jefferson, be and they are hereby

authorized, appointed and empowered a com-

mittee to serve without expense to the County
of Schoharie for such purpose.

Resolved, That Hon. Addison P. Jones, as

Senator elect, and Hon. Edwin D. Hager, as

Member of Assembly elect in the Legislature of

1882, be, and they each are hereby earnestly,

yet respectfully requested and solicited, by all
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proper methods and means of legislation,
to

favor and procure the passage of all needed and

appropriate laws, if any are required, for the

purpose of giving full force and effect to the

provisions, object and intent of the foregoing

preamble and resolutions.

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Board be.

and he is hereby directed to prepare and furnish

to our Senator and Member of the Assembly

elect, a certified copy of the foregoing preamble

and resolutions.

The resolution was passed by twelve voting for

and three against, the latter being the repre-

sentatives of Schoharie, Esperance and Wright.

The matter was to be left to the people, at

the ensuing town meetings, but Middleburgh

through a town meeting of her citizens, refused

to raise the required amount to remove the

building and the matter dropped entirely, and

was chaffed by electors in general as being fool-

ish and illegal.

In 1813 the Legislature described

boundaries of the town as follows:

the

"And all that part of said county of Schoharie

bounded by a line beginning at the north-west

corner of the town of Jefferson, and running

thence northerly along the bounds of the

county until it intersects a line described in

the following manner, viz: Running from

the westerly corner of the dwelling house of

John Reddington in a direct line to the west-

erly corner of the dwelling house now or late

of Peter Bogardus, thence in a straight line to

the northerly corner of the dwelling house now

or late of Joseph Webb, thence in a direct line

to the westerly corner of the dwelling house now

or late of Nicholas Smith, thence southwesterly

to the nearest point in the division line between

the counties of Schoharie and Otsego, thence

northeasterly along the line so intersected to

the southwest corner of the town of Carlisle,

thence along the south bounds of Carlisle to the

west line of the town of Schoharie, thence along

the west line of the town of Schoharie and Mid-

dleburgh to the north bounds of the town of

Jefferson, and thence along the said north

bounds to the place of beginning, shall be and

continue a town by the name of Cobelskill.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

JUDGE CHARLES HOLMES.

The subject of this brief sketch was born in

the town of Fulton, Schoharie County, N. Y.,

March 26, 1826, then being the third, but

only surviving child of the late Hannah and

James Holmes, Jr. His paternal grandfather,

James Holmes, was a native of New Jersey, and

a soldier in the War of the Revolution,

after the termination of which, he married

Miss Mercy Hunt, also a native of that State.

About the year 1801 they settled near the loca-

tion of the Union church, on what is still known

as "
Sapbush Hill," in the immediate neighbor-

hood of which Judge Holmes was born and

passed his childhood years. His maternal an-

cestors, John Spickerman, and Mary, his wife,

(whose maiden name was Decker,) were natives

of Columbia county, in this State, and among
the early settlers of that part of Fulton known

as
" Rossman Hill," near which many of their

descendants still reside.

His grandfather Spickerman was also a sol-

dier in the Revolutionary war, and his father a

soldier in the War of 1812-1815, which may in

some degree account for the martial spirit and

passion for military excitement and display,

which was a prominent characteristic of his

younger clays. At the early age of nineteen

years he was elected and duly commissioned as

Captain of a militia company by Governor Silas

Wright, and continued to serve as such until the

re-organization of the military system of the

State. He was afterwards selected, commis-

sioned, and for several years served as Quarter-

Master of the io8th Regiment of the " National

Guard of the State of New York," on the staff of

Colonels Wakefield and Ferguson, and until the

Regiment was mustered out of service, by a re-

duction of the National Guard.

His father died in 1837, leaving him as the

eldest of six surviving children, under the super-

vision of his excellent widowed mother, to assist

in caring for and looking after their welfare, and

the management of a small farm, left to them

for support.

In early life he evinced an earnest desire and

ambition for the acquisition of general knowl-

edge, and more especially for the profession in

which he afterwards became an active member,

until his promotion to the Bench, in his native

County. Being left an orphan at the early age

of eleven years without patrimony or the means

or facilities for obtaining a better, or more lib-

eral education, he was compelled to content

himself with self-improvement and the poor ad-

vantages afforded by the common school of the

neighborhood in which his early life was passed.
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This was his Alma Mater, except for one term

in the "Jefferson Academy," and another in

a "
Select School

"
at Richmondville, in his na-

tive County, where he sought to improve and

add to the little store of coveted knowledge,

acquired by him under so many adverse and

discouraging circumstances.

In 1846, he married Miss Sarah Baird, of

Richmondville, daughter of Jacob, and Lydia

Baird, nee Phillips. Of the fruit of such union,

five children still survive, the youngest, Welling-

ton J., having died when a little more than two

years of age. Of the remaining children, the

eldest, Demosthenes L. Holmes now resides in

the city of New York, being married, and an

Assistant Deputy of the County Clerk, which

position he has satisfactorily filled, for more than

five years. The maiden name of his wife was

Carluta E. Coy, ofNew York City. The second,

Lewis C. Holmes, an attorney and counselor

at law, is present clerk in the Surrogate Court

of Schoharie County, and resides in Cobleskill

village, where he married his wife, Miss Helen

Courier. The next, was their only daughter,

Mary Adelaide, who married Dr. James E. Allen,

of Schenectady, (now deceased) the issue of

such marriage being the only surviving grand-

child, Addie Emerson Allen, a sprightly, favor-

ite pet of all who know her, now being in the

fifth year of her age, and residing with her

mother, at the parental home in Cobleskill vil-

lage. The next is their son Charles H. Holmes,
who is also an attorney and counselor at law,

residing and practicing his profession in Cobles-

kill, where he married Miss Hattie Ottman-

The remaining, and youngest surviving child,

Lyman S. Holmes, has also chosen the profes-

sion of his father, is unmarried, and a member of

the law firm of " Thome & Holmes" at Mid-

dleburgh, Schoharie County, as successors of

"Sanford & Thome."

Judge Holmes began the study of his pro-

fession, subsequent to his marriage, at Cobles-

kill village. He entered the law office of the

late Demosthenes Lawyer, then County Judge,

and ex-officio Surrogate of Schoharie County, in

January, 1849, a"d was admitted as an attorney

and counselor at law, in September, 1852.

It was during the period of his clerkship in

the office of his preceptor, Judge Lawyer, while a

student, enjoying the advantages derived from

his varied experience in the formal proceedings

and practical administration of the laws as ap-

plicable to Surrogate Courts, that he became so

eminently fitted for the correct and careful dis-

charge of the difficult and responsible duties in-

volved in this most important branch of our ju-

dicial system.

In November, 1855, he was elected Member
of Assembly from Schoharie County, and al-

though less than thirty years of age, when he

took his seat, he soon became an active and

efficient member of that branch of the Legisla-

ture. He was exceedingly popular among his

associates, and acquitted himself with great

credit, in the successful management, and in

procuring the passage through the Assembly of

the Albany & Susquehanna Railroad town bond-

ing bill. Although with a single exception, he

was the youngest member of the House, he was

appointed a member of the Judiciary Committee,
served on several special committees, and near

the close of the session, without his previous

knowledge or solicitation, was appointed a

member of the "Select Committee," to perfect

and forward all bills and measures, meriting

and deserving special legislative action.

After the close of his legislative term, he

resumed the practice of his profession at Cobles-

kill village, in the various courts of this State,

and upon his subsequent admission to practice

as attorney and as counselor in the Circuit

and District Courts of the United States, formed

a special partnership with the late William H.

Young, of Cobleskill, in bankruptcy cases.

In the fall of 1871, he was unanimously
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nominated by the Democrats of Schoharie

County, for the office of County Judge, who in

this County is also ex-officio the Surrogate of

the County, to which office he was elected by

his full party majority. In the fall of 1877, he

was unanimously renominated to the same

position, and at the Republican County Con-

vention held a few days subsequent to his re-

nomination, a commendatory resolution of

approval of his official course was adopted,

accompanied by a resolution not to make any

nomination for that position which resulted in

his unanimous re-election, by a vote largely in

excess of the vote polled by his party at that

election.

Politically, Judge Holmes has always been

recognized at home and abroad, as one of the

most firm and reliable members of the class of

politicians who enjoy and rejoice in the proud

appellation of "Schoharie Democrats."

Prior to his election to his present judicial

position, he was an earnest, active, local poli-

tician, was frequently a delegate to County and

State Conventions; was for over ten years

chairman of the County committee, and in

1 88 1, was without his desire, elected a member

of the Democratic State Committee, and by

that body made a member of its executive

committee.

Personally, he is known as frank and out-

spoken in respect to all issues in which he feels

and takes an interest, or becomes interested,

either for himself or his friends, apparently

being more zealous in serving others, than in

doing for himself. He is bold and fearless in

waging his contests, is never influenced by

motives of policy alone, to court or receive

public approval from superior numbers, against

his sense of justice and right, in a war against

injustice and wrong. He is apparently most

happy in serving the indigent, oppressed, and

defenceless, against the cupidity and rapacity of

the covetous and avaricious, whose greed is for

gold. In short, he abhors and detests every

one whose sycophantic servility makes them

time-servers for personal preferment, or advan-

tage, and turns with disgust and disdain from

the hypocritical pretenders, who would sacrifice

principle and betray friends, to accomplish per-

sonal ends, and gain a temporary local popu-

larity.

Socially, he is among the number who delight

in contributing to the happiness and pleasure

of all, instead of striving to monopolize all the

homage and attentions that by the self-conceited

are exacted as their exclusive privileges and

prerogatives. To his friends, he is ever faithful

and sincerely devoted, as well in adversity as in

prosperity, and never fails to face his foes. He

never displays a flag of truce while the contest

is waged against him, or the friends, or cause

for which he has enlisted. And finally, he has

never yet been known to forsake a friend, or

forget an enemy.

JEDEDIAH MILLER.

Jedediah Miller was born in the town of Mid-

dleborough, Plymouth county, Mass., on the

i6th day of June, 1782, and was a descendant

in the line of his mother, (who was a Rowland,)

of the Pilgrims who landed from the May-

flower.

Mr. Miller was a classmate of Daniel Web-

ster in Dartmouth college, from which he gradu-

ated in August, 1805. With the intention of

beginning an active life, he started in May, 1806,

for Geneva, N. Y., then considered a far off

Western town. Reaching Schoharie village,

and desiring to visit an old college associate,

Isaac Hall Tiffany, he set out for Lawyersville.

Arriving at the river west of the village, he was

rowed across the stream by a negress and found
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the road leading to Cobleskill obstructed by

gates and bars, which undoubtedly gave to him

a poor impression of the liberality of the

people and of the freedom vouchsafed to

travelers, and which led him in after years to

procure a reprimand from the Grand Jury. He

arrived at Lawyersville in the month of May,

and intended to spend but a few days with Judge

Tiffany, and then continue his journey. Tiffany

and Miller were in college together, the former

being a senior and the latter a freshman, and

a strong attachment had arisen up between

them that did not lessen as long as they lived.

Mr. Miller was induced to forego his journey

and take charge of the school and commenced

the study of law with Judge Tiffany. He was

admitted to practice in 1809, and at once rose

to the front rank in his profession, particularly

as an advocate. He possessed talents of a high

order, and during his long residence in the

County, although a Yankee, he had a strong

hold in the confidence of the Germans as well

as the entire community. In 1819 and 1820,

he was elected to the Assembly as a Clintonian

Democrat, at that time called 'Republican,'

and earnestly advocated internal improvements

by taxation, under strict rules of economy, and

gave an exhibition of his broad ideas of govern-

ment and its destined resources, in several

speeches before those bodies. He was elected

again in 1832 by the Whig party, and in 1838,

when the formation of the town of Seward was

in controversy, he became a candidate for this

same position and was successful in his elec-
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tion, but was unable to get his
" Seward bill

"

passed, as his home opponents crowded numer-

ous petitions before the body to defeat him, yet

having set out to carry his point, he did so in

the course of time, and gave to the territory its

present name in honor of the then acting Gov-

ernor.

Mr. Miller avoided political preferment and

enjoyed himself most in the tranquility of

his home. Of him, Mr. J. H. Ramsey says:

" Mr. Miller in his social habits was in some

respects eccentric, but he possessed a peculiar

charm in conversation and his varied and

extensive knowledge, made him a very instruc-

tive and agreeable companion. He was a warm-

hearted and enduring friend and always tem-

perate and economical in his habits. In public

affairs he exhibited a lively interest to the last.

Although weak and feeble he made frequent

enquiries as to public matters, and when told a

short time before his death, the prospect was

that the Southern Rebellion would be put down

and the Union preserved, he exclaimed with deep

emotion,
' God be praised I can die in peace.'

" He had his eccentricities, which to some

may have appeared to be faults, while on the

other hand, he possessed many virtues and ex-

traordinary powers of mind. Take him all in

all as was said of him by an intimate friend writ-

ing his obituary

' We ne'er shall look upon hi* like again.'
"

Upon the tombstone is inscribed " The old

man eloquent." At the time of this writing it is

not known that he has a living descendant or

relative by the ties of consanguinity.

HON. JOSEPH H. RAMSEY.

Of the many students of Jedediah Miller, the

most prominent is the Hon. Joseph H. Ramsey,

of Albany. Mr. Ramsey being so closely iden-

tified with the building of the Susquehanna Rail-

road, in which he exhibited the business tact

and indomitable perseverance of one reared in

the manipulations of public enterprises, we can-

not give a concise account of his career without

referring at some length to, and giving a minute

history of the Railroad, or rather, the strug-

gles of the friends of the road in building the

same.

In doing so the writer would have preferred

to have entered the same in Chapter IV, of

this work, but at the time of compiling that

portion, it was thought that space could not be

given to the details of the enterprise, and there-

fore the simple outlines of it were recorded.

Joseph Henry Ramsey was born on the zgth of

January, 1816, in the town of Sharon, of German

and English descent. He studied law with

Jedediah Miller and was admitted to practice

in all the courts of the State in 1 840. He com-

menced practice and continued in the office of

Mr. Miller for several years and succeeded to

his practice. After that Mr. Ramsey established

an office of his own at Lawyersville and con-

tinued the practice of law and in business con-

nected with the building of the Albany & Sus-

quehanna railroad until he removed to Albany

City in 1863. In the fall of 1854, he was elect-

ed from the -Northern, and Wilkinson Wilsey

from the Southern Assembly District of the

county, as Whigs and served during the session

of 1855, the last year Schoharie was represented

in the Assembly by two members.

He was a delegate from Schoharie to the

Whig State convention in the fall of 1855, ar>d

a member also of the joint convention com-

posed of the members of the Whig convention

and a State convention of free-soil Democrats

which formed the Republican party in this State.

This was followed by his election to the State

Senate the same year as a Republican from the

1 7th Senatorial District comprising the counties

of Schoharie and Delaware.
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The election of Mr. Ramsey by a constitu-

ency, a majority of whom were politically op-

posed to him, was to quite an extent owing to

the strong feeling of a portion of his constituents

in the success of the railroad, of which he was

an ardent advocate and they expected he would

succeed in obtaining necessary Legislation to

promote its success. It was not strange that

such a feeling should exist, as the region to be

penetrated by the road was known as the " Se-

questered region
"

having no outlet either by

water navigation or rail, nothing but the old

wagon roads. In this connection we will state

that the Albany & Susquehanna Railroad com-

pany was first organized in 1852, and individual

stock subscribed along the line and at Albany

to more than a million dollars. An act was

also passed the same year authorizing the city

of Albany to loan the company, on certain con-

ditions another million dollars of its bonds. In

the summer of 1853, a contract was made by

the company with Morris, Miller, Baker & Co.

then supposed to be the strong parties finan-

cially, to build the entire road, the railroad

company agreeing to turn over to the contrac-

tors the avails of the individual subscriptions

and the city bonds, as the work progressed and

the balance to complete the road in the bonds

of the company.

The work was commenced in the spring of

1853, at different points in Albany, Schoharie,

Otsego and Broome counties and progressed

for a few months, when an unexpected revul-

sion occurred in railroad affairs, rendering it

difficult, if not impossible to negotiate railroad

bonds to the extent required to complete the

road. This caused the contractors to suspend

the work, and it then became evident, unless

some way could be devised to increase the stock

basis of the company, the project must fail, as

it was not possible to compel contractors to

perform a work of such magnitude in such

times. It was at this crisis, that Mr. Ramsey

was called in to consult with the directors as to

what course to pursue take measures to wind

up the affairs of the company and abandon the

project as a failure, or devise some means of

increasing the stock basis or capital of the

company and keep the project alive until there

was a change of times. Although Mr. Ramsey
had before taken part in meetings held to ob-

tain individual subscriptions and was one of the

original subscribers to the articles of associa-

tion, he had not been identified with the com-

pany as an officer or director. It was suggested

that town subscriptions had been used with suc-

cess in several cases, and as it was believed im-

possible at that time to obtain further individual

subscriptions to the extent required, Mr.

Ramsey was urged to examine the matter and

ascertain the prospect of raising means by the

use of town bonds. He consented and after

examination ascertained that other roads had

built with the aid of such bonds and made a

success
;

while on the other hand in many
other cases, attempts had been made to use

them which had resulted in failure. This ren-

dered the expedient doubtful, and several of

the directors thought the risk too great to make

the experiment. After some conflict and con-

siderable deliberation, the directors rather than

have the project fail and as a last resort, resolved

to apply to the Legislature for a law authorizing

the towns to subscribe to the stock and issue

their bonds in payment, and in that way ascer-

tain whether the people of the towns were dis-

posed to aid or not. Mr. Ramsey was then

made a candidate for the Assembly and after-

wards for the Senate and elected as stated.

He prepared- and introduced a bill in the

Assembly for that purpose, when it was discov-

ered there was strong and active opposition to

it in Albany. Many of those who had sub-

scribed to the stock had lost confidence in the

enterprise, owing more than anything else to

the failure of the Northern road, mostly built
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by Albany capital, and to save paying their

subscriptions and the city from the issue of

its bonds, wanted the project defeated.

The bill however passed the Assembly that

year, but was defeated in the Senate by the

determined opposition of the citizens of Albany,

except that portion of the act extending the time

to complete the road. The next year, Mr. Ram-

sey having in the meantime been elected to the

Senate, introduced the bill in that body, and

after encountering a vigorous opposition from

the same source, it finally passed both branches

of the House and became a law, although the

opponents followed the bill into Governor King's

chamber, who after hearing them without hearing

the other side, signed the bill in their presence.

The law was not, however, in form to make it

entirely practical, as the original bill had been

amended to require the consent in writing,

before a subscription could be made, of two-

thirds of the tax-payers, representing two-thirds

of the taxable property of the town, which in

several towns was difficult to obtain. The next

session, 1857, the act was amended as originally

drafted, which required the consent of only a

majority. Several of the towns in the mean-

time had subscribed under the two-thirds act,

and with the subscriptions obtained under

the act as amended, another million of dollars

was added to the stock basis of the company.

The consent of the taxpayers in the several

towns was not obtained without considerable

effort on the part of the friends of the road.

Many honestly opposed the subscriptions as

wrong in principle, and believed the project

would be a failure with them.

After spending considerable time in holding

meetings along the line, and of personal

exertions in the several towns in obtain-

ing subscriptions, Mr. Ramsey was elected

a director, and made Vice-President of the

company in 1858. In consequence of the

opposition, several of the towns in Schoharie,

and one in Otsego, commenced legal proceed-

ings and obtained temporary injunctions to pre-

vent the towns from issuing their bonds on the

ground, among others, that the law was uncon-

stitutional. These, with other actions com-

menced by the company to collect individual

subscriptions, continued litigation for several

years, and several of the cases were taken to

the Court of Appeals. The company finally

succeeded in all the litigations. It became

apparent that if a portion of the line could be

put in operation it would materially strengthen

the company, and in the end ensure the com-

pletion of the road. With that view, the work

of grading between Albany and Schoharie was

let, and the individual subscriptions as far as

they could be collected, were used for that pur-

pose. The stockholders of Otsego and further

west, objected to paying until the work was

resumed in that vicinity which, with the

Albany opposition and other obstacles, delayed

the work until the validity of the town subscrip-

tions were settled, when an arrangement was

made by which ten per cent, of the town sub-

scriptions in Otsego, and all of the Schoharie

towns, were to be applied to the opening of

the road from Albany to Schoharie creek.

While the struggle was going on, the people

along the line became impressed with the idea,

that they were then and had been for a long

time, taxed for the State Canals and for aid to

the Erie and other roads in different parts of the

State, and that it would be just and right for the

State to aid the "sequestered region" in return.

This sentiment became so strong that petitions

were numerously signed and presented to the

Legislature of 1859, for State aid. The justice

and equity of the case appealed with such force

to that body, that upon the first application, a

bill passed both branches appropriating two

hundred thousand dollars to complete that

portion of the road between Albany and Scho-

harie. That bill was vetoed by Governor Mor-
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gan, and failed to become a law. That led

again to the nomination of Mr. Ramsey in the

fall of 1859, for Senator, in the then I4th Sena-

torial District, comprising the counties of his

old district, with Schenectady added. He was

elected by a decided majority, and at the next

session of 1860, presented another bill appro-

priating one million of dollars, to be paid in

installments of two hundred and fifty thousand

dollars each, as the work progressed, until the

road was completed to Binghamton. This bill

also passed the Legislature, and failed to be-

come a law by another veto of Governor

Morgan. At the next session of 1861, Mr.

Ramsey presented another bill cutting down

the amount to half a million of dollars, for that

portion of the road between Albany and On-

eonta, supposing that would make it more

acceptable to the Governor. This also passed

the Legislature, and was again vetoed by Gov-

ernor Morgan. Mr. Ramsey was again nomi-

nated and elected for the third time to the

Senate in the fall of 1861, and at the session of

1862 presented another bill and the Legislature

passed it, appropriating the same amount of

the year previous, but it received the fourth

and last veto of Governor Morgan. In each

year the bills were passed over the veto and

defeated in the Assembly by executive influence,

In the fall of that year Gov. Seymour was

elected, and at the next session, in 1863, Mr.

Ramsey presented a bill appropriating the same

amount, and for the same portion of the road

that Gov. Morgan, the two years previous,

vetoed. The bill was again promptly passed
and as promptly signed by Gov. Seymour, and

became a law, and thus in part was the "seques-
tered region" remunerated for taxes paid for

improvements before that time in other parts
of the State.

That appropriation imparted new life and

vigor to the enterprise, so that the road was

opened for business to Schoharie Creek in Sep-

tember of the same year. In the meantime Mr.

E. P. Prentice, an elderly gentleman of Albany,

held the office of President of the company,

while most of the labor of the position de-

volved upon Mr. Ramsey. That or some other

cause induced Mr. Prentice to resign early in the

spring of 1864, the Presidency, against the earn-

est protest of Mr. Ramsey and others. The

place remained vacant several months, the

duties being performed by the Vice-President,

when Mr. Ramsey finally consented, and he was

unanimously elected President of the Company.

About this time an important negotiation was

concluded with the late Daniel Drew, of New

York, by which he agreed to take one million

dollars of the first bonds of the company. The

work beyond Schoharie was continued as fast as

practicable, the war having occasioned an infla-

tion of the currency, and prices of labor and mate-

rial had largely advanced. Common labor, which

had been from eighty cents to a dollar, in the

construction of the road to Schoharie, had in-

creased from one dollar and a half to two dollars

per day, and iron with other material about

double the former cost. This made it neces-

sary to proceed with great caution and economy,

notwithstanding the promise of State aid and the

negotiation of the one million dollars, company

bonds. The heavy and expensive work through

Schoharie created delay, so that the road was

not put in operation to Oneonta until the sum-

mer of 1865. The balance of the road to Bing-

hamton, about sixty miles, included a tunnel

of 2260 feet in length, and other heavy work

in Broome county. With the increase in cost

of labor and materials there remained much less

means to complete the road than the Company
had calculated upon.

An application was therefore made to the

Legislature of 1866 for the remaining half mill-

ion of dollars, included in the second bill, to aid

in completing the road. The Legislature again

admitted the justice of the bill and promptly
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passed it, appropriating the amount for that

purpose.

Another veto was interposed, however, by

Governor Fenton, and the bill failed. The next

year, at the session of 1867, the application was

renewed for an appropriation of two hundred

and fifty thousand dollars for that portion of

the road between Oneonta and Harpersville,

with the understanding that at the next session,

(1868) another application would be made for

the balance, two hundred and fifty thousand.

This bill was signed by Gov. Fenton, and it

was understood that he would sign another bill

for a like amount to complete the road, the next

session, if passed by the Legislature.

The bill for the last installment promptly

passed, but to the surprise of its friends, was

vetoed, again, by Gov. Fenton.

This was a great disappointment, the Company

believing there was no doubt the remaining

appropriation would be made by the next ses-

sion, the balance of the work was let to complete

the road to Binghamton. This made it neces-

sary to raise the money in some other way, and

they were obliged to submit to a large sacrifice

on their own bonds for that purpose. The price

of common labor still increased from two dollars

to two and one half per day, and made the work

very expensive, and the company was compelled

to increase the pay of the contractors. After

encountering many obstacles and with great

exertion, the company opened the road to Bing-

hamton in January 1869.

It was ascertained a short time after that event

that the Erie road managers desired to make it

an appendage to that road, and that efforts

were being made by Jay Gould, James Fisk, Jr.,

and their associates to purchase a majority of

the stock. In this attempt they failed, but

claimed they had a majority and without wait-

ing for an election, commenced an action and

obtained an order from the late Judge Barnard,

of New York, suspending Mr. Ramsey from

acting as President, with a view of obtaining

the possession of the road before the time of the

election of directors. The effect of the order

was a virtual transfer of the road and property

of the Company to Gould and Fisk, without

giving the Company or Mr. Ramsey an oppor-

tunity to defend. The late Judge Peckham. of

Albany, made another order modifying the order

of Barnard, so as to give the defendants an op-

portunity of being heard. Judge Peckham's

order was disregarded, and an attempt was

made by Gould and Fisk to take possession of

the road by force, and for that purpose Fisk ap-

peared at Albany with men and attempted to

enter and take possession of the office of the

President and other offices of the Company, but

was resisted and obliged to retreat. The plan of

operation was then changed, and the Erie forces,

comprising from 1,500 to 2,000 employe's,

from different parts of the Erie road, were

ordered to take forcible possession of the road,

commencing at the Binghamton end. This

move on their part created intense excitement

at Albany and along the line, and even extended

throughout the State. Car loads of excited men

volunteered to prevent the outrage, and a civil

war was threatened. The forces met near the

tunnel, seventeen miles from Binghamton, and

Gould attempted to run an Erie locomotive to

Albany with employe's of the Erie to take pos-

session of the depots along the road. He was

prevented by Mr. Robert C. Blackall, master

mechanic of the A. & S., and his men, and the

Erie engine captured. The engine was sent to

Albany and the Erie employe's in charge were

parolled by Mr. Blackall.

The forces on each side having congregated

at and near the tunnel, were in a threatening

attitude and liable to come in collision at any

moment. At this time an arrangement was

made to place the road and the property of the

company in the hands of a receiver, and an ac-

tion was commenced in the name of the people
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of the State by the Attorney-General to settle

the question, by an election of directors by the

stock-holders, and thus determine the rights of

the parties to the possession of the road.

An election was held at the time of the an-

nual meeting for that purpose, at the Company's

office, in Albany, on the first Tuesday in Sep-

tember, 1870. Near the time for organizing

the meeting and opening the polls, Mr. Ramsey,

as President, and Mr. Phelps, as Treasurer and

Secretary, were enjoined by another order of

Judge Barnard from laking any part in the elec-

tion. The Gould and Fisk party had in attend-

ance a crowd of workmen and other persons,

with a proxy of one share each to fill up the

room and prevent the regular election from be-

ing held. In this they failed, the regular elec-

tion was held, and the regular inspectors de-

clared the Ramsey electors, as they were called,

duly elected by those holding a decided majority

of the stock. The Gould party also held an

election, and claimed to have elected their

ticket, headed by Walter Church, of Albany.

The place of trial in the action commenced

by the Attorney-General, was in the Seventh

Judicial District, the main issue being, which

set of directors had been duly elected and en-

titled to the possession of the road. The case

came on to be tried before Hon. E. Darwin

Smith, one of the Supreme Court Judges, in the

city of Rochester, in November of the same

year. The trial continued over two weeks and

the latter part of December following, Judge
Smith decided in favor of the Ramsey directors,

that their election was legal and valid, and that

of the Church directors was illegal, fraudulent

and void.

That decision restored the possession of the

Ramsey directors and the Receiver, Robert

Lenox Banks, was discharged, and they went

into possession of the road again the first of

January, 1871.

The difficulty created an uneasy state of

feeling among the stockholders, and a fear of

farther troubles, which led to a proposition on

the part of the Delaware & Hudson Canal

Company, to lease the road. The proposal was

accepted and the lease was executed in March

following by the Albany & Susquehanna Com-

pany, by which the stockholders of that Company
were to receive seven per cent, in semi-annual

dividends on their stock, and the Canal Com-

pany assume the payment of the principal and

interest of the bonded debt of the leased road
;

the case being in effect, a sale of the road and

its franchises to the Canal Company. Mr.

Ramsey and others of the directors, would have

preferred not to lease the road, but to have

kept it, independent of any coal or other Com-

pany, dealing liberally with all of them, with a

view of concentrating upon the line the largest

amount of business, and having the people along

the line reap the benefit of the competition

among the different coal companies, instead of

being controlled by one Company. The stock-

holders were nearly, or quite unanimous in

favor of the lease, and the road went into the

control and possession of the Delaware & Hud-

son Canal Company, and has been operated by

it since. After the lease, Mr. Coe F. Young,

the general manager of the Canal Company,

was elected President of the road, in place of

Mr. Ramsey.

As a financial success up to the time of this

writing, there are but few roads in the State that

have been more fortunate. The stockholders

have never been sold out. The towns that have

sold their stock, realized a par value for it, and

the stock is now quoted in New York, as high

as thirty-five per cent, premium.

In the mean time, Mr. Ramsey was elected

Vice-President of the Albany Iron Manufactur-

ing Company, and after the death of Hon.

Erastus Corning, was elected President in his

stead, and remained in that position during the

building of the furnaces belonging to the Com-
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pany in Albany City, and after that resigned.

He was also President of and assisted in the

organization of the New York & Albany Rail-

road Company, and is President of the Howe's

Cave Association, in the manufacture of cement,

lime and brick. In public life, Mr. Ramsey was

also nominated as a candidate for Congress in

1866, in the then Albany and Schoharie dis-

trict. He received a majority of about eight

hundred in Albany, and was defeated by a large

majority against him in Schoharie.

He was a delegate from Albany to the Re-

publican State Convention, in the years 1871,

1872 and 1873, and also a member of the Re-

publican State Committee, and was most active

in the proceedings to impeach Judge Barnard,

who made the order in favor of Gould and Fisk,

in the controversy referred to previously. For

the orders in that case, and others of similar

character, Judge Barnard was tried by the

Senate and impeached, and prohibited from

holding any office under the civil Government.

He has since died.

Mr. Ramsey removed to Albany, in 1863,

which was rendered necessary in consequence

of his railroad duties, but usually spends the

summer months at Howe's Cave, in Schoharie,

and in several respects prefers to consider that

his residence, as well as the County of his birth.

THOMAS LAWYER.

Thomas Lawyer was a grandson of Jacob

Frederick Lawyer, of the "
Seller place" near

Schoharie village, son of Johannes Lawyer, (the

third large land-holder.) Of General Lawyer
we will copy an article written by one of the

younger members of the County bar, after his

death which occurred at Lawyersville on the

2ist of May, 1868:

" The deceased, during the course of the long

and honorable life just closed, had occupied so

many places of public trust and responsibility,

had gained such a hold upon the affections and

memories of the present generation, that it is

deemed fit and appropriate that something more

than a simple mention of his death, is due to

his memory.
"

It is only regretted, that to one of his pro-

fessional and official contemporaries, or to some

person more familiar with the public life and

services of the deceased and more competent

to express in an appropriate manner his many
virtues and noble characteristics, has not been

confided this delicate, yet pleasant duty. A

plain, simple presentation of some of the many

good things that could truthfully be said of him,

is all that will be attempted, or can be given in

this article.

"The subject of this memoir was born in the

town of Schoharie, in the County of Schoharie,

N. Y., on the 4th day of October, 1785,

on the farm now occupied by John G. Geb-

hard. His ancestors emigrated to this country

from Germany, and were among the early set-

tlers of the Schoharie valley. After receiving

a liberal education for the period in which his

early life was spent, he commenced the study

of law in the office of George Tiffany, at

Schoharie,who subsequently removed to Canada.

At the age of twenty-one years, he was duly

licensed to practice as an Attorney, and located

at Lawyersville, which bears his name, succeed-

ing the late Isaac Hall Tiffany, then a promi-

nent lawyer. He was subsequently licensed as

Counselor of the Supreme Court, as Counselor

and Solicitor in Chancery, and in the U. S. Court

for the Northern District of New York.

He loved the profession he had chosen, was

an honorable, accomplished and successful prac-

titioner, established and continued a successful

and lucrative practice in his profession until the

adoption of the "Code" in this State. He then
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retired to private life, and the quiet enjoyment of

the ample fortune he had accumulated, beloved,

respected and revered by all who knew him, as

"'an honest man. the noblest work of God."

" He held the office of Loan Commissioner

in this County for several years, and a commis-

sion as Brigadier-General in the militia of this

State, by which title he was ever after so famil-

iarly known. He was twice elected a Member

of the Assembly from this County, serving his

first term under the First Constitution of this

State, in the 39th session of the Legislature in

1816, during ttie administration of Governor

Daniel D. Tompkins. The late lamented ex-

Governor William C. Bouck, his kinsman and

intimate personal and political friend then serv-

ing his third term, and Peter A. Hilton then

serving his second term in the Assembly, were

his colleagues. It has been often remarked of

General Lawyer, that he was emphatically "a

business member of the House" that he never

seemed anxious to establish a reputation by a

simple display of powers of oratory, thus often

vexing the ear of his associates with ill-timed,

tedious and unnecessary debate. He preferred,

without ostentation, in his usually quiet and un-

obtrusive manner, to so discharge .the responsi-

ble duties of his position, as to merit the appro-

bation of his associates and constituents, as an

active, practical, useful legislator. Instead of

seeking to fill the public eye by greater display,

thus gaining an ephemeral distinction, by win-

ning the applause of his listening auditors, or

from the editors and readers of the journals of

the day, he seemed only ambitious by the exer-

cise of a manly firmness, patriotic courage, and

integrity of purpose, to serve his country and

his party in the enactment of wise and salutary

laws. How well he succeeded, and how wisely

he acted in choosing the proper and direct path

to higher honors, future personal distinction and

political preferment, is evidenced by his further

triumphant march in his political career.

"At the next general election he was elected a

member of the isth Congress, from the 131)1

District of this State as organized under the

Act of June 10, 1812, composed of the coun-

ties of Schenectady and Schoharie. He served

from March 4, 1817, to March 3, 1819, dur-

ing the first two years of the term of James
Monroe as President, and Daniel D. Tompkins
as Vice-President of the United States.

"As a Member of Congress he maintained and

enhanced the previous enviable reputation he

had gained as a Member of the Legislature of

his State, always promptly performing his duties

with fidelity to his country, and party, thus

meriting and receiving the approval, confidence

and gratitude of his constituents. Here, as in

the lower walks of his legislative life, he mani-

fested those qualities that enabled him to ren-

der to his country a service if not of the most

brilliant kind, at least of no secondary im-

portance.

"Under the second Constitution of this State,

he was appointed District Attorney of this

County, February 4, 1822, holding the office

until October n, 1831, when the late Jacob

Houck, Jr., succeeded him.

"During this period occurred the exciting

political contest for President of the United

States for the tenth Presidential term, in which

Andrew Jackson, John Quincy Adams, William

H. Crawford and Henry Clay were the can-

didates. General Lawyer was appointed by

the Legislature of this State, November n,

1824, the Presidential Elector for the t2th

Congressional District of this State, as organized

under the Act of April 17, 1822, composed of

the counties of Schenectady and Schoharie
; (it

will be remembered that no choice was effected

by the people, and Mr. Adams was subse-

quently chosen by the House of Representa-

tives at its next session.) He was again elected

as Member of Assembly from this County in the

fall of 1845, under the second Constitution, and
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served during the 7oth Session in 1846. with

the late Hon. Thomas Smith, as his colleague.

At the close of this his last official term, full

of honors and years of official distinction, so

cheerfully awarded him by his neighbors and

those who knew, and appreciated him so well,

he retired to private life.

" How fitting and appropriate, that his official

career should seem to terminate in point of rank

and distinction where it first began. General

Lawyer never became giddy and vain in the

possession of places of high honor and distinc-

tion, of great public trust and responsibility.

He seemed by nature just fitted and equal to

the duties and various positions to which he

attained, but never felt himself above them. It

can in truth be said of him, that during his

entire official life, by his strict adherence to a

resolute purpose to pursue the right, the self-

imposed restraints of a high regard for personal

honor, at the close of each of the several official

terms he so well and ably filled, he laid aside

his robes unsoiled by a single act that tended to

destroy either his own self-respect or the respect

of others for him. He seemed to possess a

soul that would have sickened under a sense of

personal, professional or official dishonor, and

to have acted upon the important principle that

'

duty and fidelity in a public servant make up

an important portion of a nation's wealth.' In

public life, in his official intercourse, in his

business and social relations, he was firm with-

out obstinacy, prompt without undue haste,

self-confident without arrogance, influencing

others because he had learned to govern him-

self, and neither doing nor countenancing an

intentional wrong. Of him it may well be

said :

1 His life was gentle and the elements

So mixed in him, that nature might stand up

And say to all the world this was a man.'

"But it was not in his official and professional

life alone that his virtues were seen and appre-

ciated. In his social and business intercourse

with those around him, in the home circle,

everywhere, those eminent qualities, that uni-

form urbanity, that dignity of manner and

gentlemanly bearing that ever characterizes the

true gentleman at heart, were pre-eminently his

own. In brief he was truly possessed

' With all good grace to grace a gentleman.'

" His funeral obsequies were attended at the

church at Lawyersville, on Sunday, the 24th

inst., by a large circle of mourning friends,

members of the Bar, and citizens generally from

his own, and adjoining towns. The solemn and

impressive services were conducted by Reverend

H. A. Raymond, of Cohoes, and Reverend J.

VanWoert, of Lawyersville, both of whom bore

willing testimony to the Christian virtues, and

bright hopes expressed by our deceased friend,

in reference to his future state. This clearly

shows that in reviewing a long well spent and

active life, he has not forgotten that

1 The path of glory leads but to the grave,

That there all human efforts end.'

"Thus has passed away a good man, one who

has witnessed the varied scenes of tranquility

and excitement in our history as a nation from

its earliest date to the present hour.

"It seems by his death, the last connecting

link that bound us to our past history and past

generations, has been broken. He had lived to

follow to the tomb his wife, and several of his

children, who died in the prime of life. He had

survived by many years, most of his political

and professional contemporaries. He had lived

beyond man's common lot, had enjoyed much

more than ordinary honors, still the poignant

grief caused by his death, will only give place

to silent sorrow, as the mind recalls the virtues

of General Thomas Lawyer. His memory will

live in the grateful recollection of all who knew

him, though his noble spirit has passed to the

land of shadows.
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1 He sat, as sets the morning star, which goes

Not down, In-hind the darkened west, nor hides

( Ibscure amidst the tempest of the sky,

But melts away into the light of Heaven.'
"

General Lawyer's pastor, Reverend J.
Van-

Woert, said of him :

"He was a diligent student of the Bible;

his scrap-books he filled with religious extracts,

and many passages are marked by him in his

favored religious books.

"In his public and professional duties, and in

his private life, he seems to have imbibed the

truth of a verse he had written in the fly-leaf of

his Bible dictionary :

" Our lives are rivers gliding free

To that unfathomed, boundless sea,

The silent grave.

Thither all earthly pomp and boast,

Roll to be swallowed up and lost

In one dark wave."

Since the year 1839, the old Lawyer place has

been the property of Charles Courier, who for

many years was the leading business man of

the town.

CHARLES COURTER.

Charles Courier was born in the town of

Schoharie of poor, yet respeclable parents, on

the 4th of June, 1808. His educational advan-

tages were only such as the village school pre-

sented, but possessing a quick perception he

soon filled himself for general business and en-

lered the slore of Freeman Stanlon of Middle-

burgh, in 1823. No beller tutor could young

Courier have been placed under than Freeman

Slanton, as he was a very sagacious business

man yet mosl honorable in his dealings. Mr.

Slanton's Irade was very large and consequenlly

brought Mr. Courier in conlacl with a large

circle of ihe besl cilizens of the Counly among

whom were many of the firsl business men. Be-

ing ihus brought before the people, the youlh

would nalurally assume Ihe prerogatives of a

business man, and sludy the general principles

of Irade. Such was ihe case, and in afler years

Peter Oslerhout placed him in a slore al Law-

yersville over which he presided as manager, and

gave proof of that business lacl lhal in after

years made him so useful and successful. In

the course of a few years he formed a co-part-

nership with Henry Shutls in Ihe mercanlile

business al Lawyersville and conlinued Ihe same

lo Ihe year 1837 when he removed to Cobles-

kill village and engaged in business in Ihe

Lambert Lawyer brick house.

In the inlerim he married Helen Lawyer

daughter of General Lawyer, and thus became

connecled with one of the leading families of

Ihe County. The business relations of Mr.

Courier and Mr. Shutts were the most pleasing

and instituted a friendship thai was highly

prized by those gentlemen, and guarded wilh

jealous care. In 1839, Mr. Courier purchased

ihe Lawyer mansion and buill a slore-house

upon Ihe ground formerly occupied by Ihe barn

and horse sheds connecled with Ihe hotel, and

continued Ihe business wholly or in part up to

Ihe year 1864. He was one of Ihe leading

spirils in the conceplion and construction of Ihe

Albany & Susquehanna railroad, as in il he saw

the future prosperity of his adopted town and

village. He was for many years one of Ihe di-

reclors of the road and was the mosl aclive in

ils completion. Gaining thai object he lurned

his altention to the village and aroused an en-

thusiasm among the business men for the im-

provement of Ihe place and in a few years

changed il from a quiel hamlet to an ener-

getic marl and business center. The large

West brick block, Nalional bank and cosily Luth-

eran church beside many substanlial residences,

are monumenls of his energy and pride, and

bespeak the liberalily of Ihe man in his manner
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of doing business. While Mr. Courier was a

staunch Democrat in politics, and possessed the

ability to grace any position, yet he held but few

places of official trust, from the fact he did not

court position, and was too closely attached to

business to enter the political field. However,

he represented the town upon the Board of Su-

pervisors in 1841 and was re-elected the year

following, after repeated declinations to run. In

1868, he was placed upon the Democratic Elect-

oral ticket which received the largest majority

the County ever gave in a Presidential contest.

Mr. Courier became extensively engaged in

the manufacture of lumber in the State of

Florida and connected wilh other heavy enter-

prises elsewhere, which required such active

mental and physical labor as but few can ac-

complish but in him, was found those qualities

that enabled him to meet every requirement with

the greatest promptness.

Upon one of his business journeys he became

exposed and in reaching home, he was confined

by an attack of pneumonia which closed his

active life on the ist day of January, 1879.

JAMES TANNER.

James Tanner was born at Richmondville,

S< hoharie County, N. Y., April 4, 1844.

His early life was spenl on a farm, where he

received Ihe usual privileges of educalion fur-

nished counlry boys in Ihe dislrict school.

When the war broke out he was engaged in

leaching, and though but a lad, he resigned his

position and enlisted in the 871)1 New York

Volunteers, Company C, as a private soldier,

being at the time but seventeen years and six

months of age. Shortly after his enlislment, he

was promoted lo the rank of Corporal, which

was but Ihe assurance of further promotion had

not his soldier's career been brought suddenly to

an end, by the terrible disaster which befell him.

The 87lh New York was hurried to the frcut,

and was soon engaged in the conflicls of the

ever memorable Peninsular campaign.

Being allached to Kearney's I )i\ ision, Cor-

poral Tanner participated in most of the battles

which marked the advance of the Army of the

Potomac, including Williamsburgh, Fair Oaks,

the siege of Yorktown, Ihe Seven days battle in

front of Richmond and Malvern Hill. After leav-

ing the Peninsula, the Regiment fought at War-

renlown, Bristow Station, and Manassas Junc-

tion, in all of which battles Tanner took part.

The next battle was his last with the regiment,

for there followed his lerrible fighl for life.

When his regimen I marched to the second

battle of Bull Run, he was in his place, ready,

as he had ever been, to do the work assigned

him. It was in this batlle that he received the

terrible injuries that resulted in the loss of both

his legs. His regiment occupied a position on

the exlreme right of the line, with Stonewall

Jackson's corps lying in front.

While undergoing a terriffic shelling from the

enemy, by order of General John C. Robinson,

the men were lying down. While in this posi-

tion, a piece of a shell struck his limbs, com-

pletely severing the right limb at the ankle, and

so shattering the left limb as to make amputa-

tion necessary.

He was picked up by some of his comrades,

and carried to a piece of timber near by, where

the surgeons were at work. There, he said he

lost consciousness, but when he recovered it,

found that both of his limbs were off, having

been amputated four inches below the knee.

Meantime the Union lines had been broken,

and the army was retreating.

Hurriedly picking him up, Tanner's comrades

sought to make good their escape, but were com-

pelled to leave him at a farm-house, in order to

prevent their own capture.

There he fell into the Rebels hands, and for
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ten days, lay in the door-yard with six others,

who had lost either a leg or an arm.

At the end of the ten days, he was paroled,

and taken in an ambulance to Fairfax Seminary

Hospital, near Alexandria, Virginia.

After remaining here four weeks, his brother

found him, and took him back to his old home

in Schoharie County. By the next spring he

was able to get about on a pair of artificial legs,

and soon after was appointed to the position of

Deputy Doorkeeper in the Assembly.

He was subsequently appointed to various

positions under the Legislature, and then went

to Washington, as a clerk in the War Depart-

ment, under Secretary Stanton.

On the night of President Lincoln's assassin-

ation, he was employed to take notes of the first

official evidence of the assassination, and at-

tempt upon the life of Secretary Seward. He

was among the number who stood at the bed-

side of Mr. Lincoln when he died.

Resigning the position he held under Secre-

tary Stanton, he returned to Richmondville,

Schoharie County N. Y. and entered the law

office of Judge William C. Lament in the spring

of 1866. He remained in the office of Judge

Lamont until admitted to the bar.

In 1866, he married Miss M. L. White, daugh-

ter of Alfred C. White, of Jefferson, Schoharie

County, N. Y. To them there have been born

four beautiful children two daughters and two

sons.

In the spring of 1869, soon after he was ad-

mitted to the bar, Mr. Tanner was appointed to

a position in the New York Custom House,

and immediately took up his residence in the

city of Brooklyn.

In the Custom House, he rose on competi-

tive examination until he became Deputy Col-

lector, in which office he served four years un-

der General Chester A. Arthur.

In 1871, he was the Republican nominee for

the Assembly in the 4th district of Kings

county, and though it was conceded that he

ran far ahead of his ticket, and was really

elected, he was deprived of his seat by the

enormous frauds of that year, which have be-

come part of political history of the city of

Brooklyn frauds which were only possible be-

cause of the fact that there was no registry law

that year. In 1876, Mr. Tanner was the Repub-

lican candidate for Register of Kings county and

was defeated by less than 2,000 votes though

the Democratic majority that year in the County

was 19,000.

In November, 1877, Mr. Tanner was nomi-

nated by Mayor Schroeder, and confirmed by

the Board of Aldermen, to the responsible

position of Collector of Taxes for the city of

Brooklyn. Upon the expiration of his first

term, although the mayoralty had in the mean-

time passed into the hands of the Democracy,

he was nominated and confirmed by the entire

vote of the Board of Aldermen with one excep-

tion. He instituted many reforms in the ad-

ministration of the office, extending greater

facilities to the tax-payers, and at the same

time reduced the expenses of the office one-

half. Under his regime the first day's collec-

tions on a new levy has grown from $300,000

to $2,000,000. On the induction into office,

January i, 1882, of Hon. Seth Low as Mayor
of Brooklyn, he appointed Mr. Tanner as col-

lector for the third term, and his action met

with the hearty approval of all classes.

While in the office of collector he has not for-

gotten the claims of the soldier, for the records

of the office show that during his term as col-

lector there have been in his office twenty-two

veteran soldiers whose aggregate salaries have

amounted to $80,000. Thus he is always when

opportunities offer, reaching out in a substan-

tial manner to the aid of the ex-soldier. This

spirit ever manifesting itself has given him

great popularity among the soldiers of the State.

For years Corporal Tanner has been a mem-
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ber of the Grand Army of the Republic, seeking

in every way possible to advance its interest.

Repeatedly his comrades had felt how great

was the value of the advice which he gave, and

for long had looked upon him as a leader whose

judgment was sound and whose heart was true.

Consequently in 1876, he was elected to the

position of Commander of the Grand Army of

the Republic, Department of New York. He

came in command at a time when the members

of the Grand Army were discouraged because

of the failure of the attempt to make provisions

for the poor and homeless ex-soldiers in the

State. It had long been felt that New York

had neglected to provide for the wants of many

of her maimed and helpless soldiers. Some

futile attempts had been made to secure relief

but nothing substantial had as yet been done.

When he assumed command of the Grand

Army of the Republic, Department of New York,

there was as yet no home provided for the

maimed and homeless soldiers of the State.

While other States had provided for their home-

less soldiers, New York had failed, as yet, to

make any provisions.

Several attempts had been made to erect a

home, but each attempt had failed. The out-

look was discouraging, it was an herculean task

to attempt a work which had repeatedly failed,

and around which, because of previous failures

there had gathered much of prejudice.

But realizing the fact that the alms-houses of

the State were filled with crippled soldiers, and

believing that by persistent and untiring effort,

and a proper putting ofthe facts before the people

especially the soldier element, a better result

could be secured, he resolved to undertake the

work. He traversed the State from one end

to the other. He made public and private

appeals in the interest of the soldiers' home.

He fired the hearts of many truly patriotic and

benevolent men; and at last poured an ava-

lanch of petitions upon the Legislature of the

State. As the result of his never yielding efforts

there was erected at Bath, Steuben county, N.

Y. at a cost of $80,000 a magnificent building

known as " The Soldiers' Home "
where the

crippled defenders of the country most truly

find the comforts and luxuries of a home.

The building is capable of accommodating
six hundred men, and throughout the State the

soldiers speak of it not only as a soldiers' home,

but as Tanner's monument. It was truly a

grand and noble work, and it was grandly done.

And while through the struggle to accomplish it,

many noble-hearted men gathered about the en-

terprise, still the buildings in their strength and

patriotic philanthropy stand as a testimony to the

burning zeal and untiring effort of the crippled

soldier, Tanner.

At the present time Mr. Tanner is Collector

of taxes of the city of Brooklyn, to which office

he has been appointed for the third term, thus

voicing the confidence in him of the great city

where he lives.

He is a man of marked ability, being a public

speaker of unusual eloquence and power ;
his

voice not only being heard upon the political

stump, but often upon the lecture platform.

He enjoys the confidence of a large circle of

friends, and without doubt has a bright and

promising future before him.

REV. PHILIP WIETING.

Mr. Wieting was born in Minden, Montgom-

ery county, N. Y., September 23, 1800, and

entered the ministry in 1825, at Le Roy, Jeffer-

son county, N. Y., from whence he removed

to New Rhinebeck in 1828, to officiate over

that church and Dorlach, which position he

held for forty years, and brought them from a

"
fading

" shadow to their present high standard

by his untiring labors and fervent godliness.

Upon the division of the Synod, Mr. Wie-

ting and his followers claimed the Rhinebeck
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church property, while the Dorlach charge, which

held to the old Synod, commenced litigatu n to

retain it. After many years of legal dispute the

courts decided against the new school's (Franck-

ean Evangelic Lutheran Synod) right to the prop-

erty and Mr. Wieting and flock found them-

selves destitute of a house of worship. Meas-

ures were immediately taken, and in 1849 the

church of Gardnersville was dedicated but the

building was burned soon after supposed to

have been the work ofan incendiary. Not daunt-

ed the present one soon took its place in which

the greatest efforts, in the cause of the Master, of

Mr. Wieting's life were witnessed. The con-

gregation was large covering a wide extent of

territory, and it became necessary to build a

branch at Lawyersville, which was done in

the latter part of 1849, and dedicated in Febru-

ary, 1850.

Mr. Wieting preached his valedictory sermon

on the ist day of October, 1868 the fortieth

anniversary of his pastorate over his charge, in

which he said " The aggregate of money raised

by these two churches during my ministry is

$35>. or an average of $800 a year." His

last sermon was preached in the new brick

Lutheran church at Cobleskill on the i8th

day of July, 1869. The fruits of his ministry in

the sparsely settled section in which he was

placed was, "received to membership, 1,250;

baptized, 1,300 ; marriages solemnized, 800, and

1,700 funerals attended." " Fifteen of his spir-

itual children," says his memoir, "entered or are

about to enter the ministerial calling."

On the yth of September, 1869, Mr. Wieting

died in the sixty-ninth year of his age, and was

buried in the " Slate Hill Cemetery
"
by a large

concourse of friends, by whom he was dearly

loved. His biographer says, which is true, also

of his whole life in all relations
" the secret

of his successful ministry was, Earnestness,

Fidelity and Perseverance."




